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Maurice RAVEL (1875–1937) 
L’Heure espagnole* (The Spanish Hour)
Don Quichotte à Dulcinée** 
Libretti by Franc-Nohain* and Paul Morand** 

Isabelle Druet, Mezzo-Soprano* 
Luca Lombardo • Frédéric Antoun, Tenors* 
Marc Barrard* • François Le Roux**, Baritones 
Nicolas Courjal, Bass* 
Orchestre National de Lyon 
Leonard Slatkin

Maurice Ravel’s stage works are as subtle and expressively poised 
as can be imagined. In the Spanish-tinged L’Heure espagnole he 
breathes new life into the Italian genre of the opera buffa, enhancing 
the comedy in the plot by giving it a gentle human poignancy and 
poetic presence. The clarity of Ravel’s vocal writing, and his signature 
harmonic magic and luminous orchestration, make this opera a delight 
for the ear. Don Quichotte à Dulcinée was Ravel’s last composition, 
imbuing Cervantes’s famous character with aristocratic Spanish 
swagger as well as a kind of heroic tenderness and vulnerability. 
Ravel’s L’Enfant et les sortilèges from Lyon can be found on Naxos 
8.660336.
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8.660337 Playing Time: 
55:42

Key Features
• This release follows on from Leonard Slatkin’s acclaimed  
 recording of Ravel’s second opera L’Enfant et les sortilèges  
 and Ma Mère l’Oye (Naxos 8.660336), and joins the success of  
 this internationally renowned conductor and the Orchestre  
 National de Lyon in our edition of Ravel’s orchestral music.  
 Gramophone acclaimed Slatkin’s conducting as “shaping the 
 music with a potent mix of the sensuous, sinuous, sinister and  
 spirited” in volume 1 (8.572887), and volume 2 (8.572888) was  
 admired for its “splendidly characterised La Valse” by BBC Music  
 Magazine.
• Ravel’s operas are both single-act works that have remained  
 popular and regularly performed, keeping them firmly in the  
 public eye while holding a position just beyond the central ground  
 of operatic repertoire.
• Leonard Slatkin has brought together a strong cast that includes  
 young rising stars such as the mezzo-soprano Isabelle Druet  
 and experienced voices such as baritone François le Roux,  
 who has the distinction of being considered the natural successor  
 to Gérard Souzay in his performances of the French song  
 repertoire.
• This is the first time the Naxos label has recorded both L’Heure  
 espagnole and Don Quichotte à Dulcinée.

Supplementary Promotional Materials
• Key release kit 
• Facebook cover and posts

Internationally renowned conductor Leonard Slatkin began his 
musical studies on the violin and studied conducting with his father, 
followed by training with Walter Susskind at Aspen and Jean Morel at 
The Juilliard School. He was named music director of the Orchestre 
National de Lyon in its 2011–2012 season. His over a hundred 
recordings have brought seven GRAMMY® Awards and more 
than sixty GRAMMY® Award nominations. He has received many 
other honours, including the 2003 National Medal of Arts, France’s 
Chevalier of the Legion of Honour and the League of American 
Orchestras’ Gold Baton for service to American music.
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Leonard Slatkin

http://www.naxos.com/person/Isabelle_Druet/129707.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Francois_Le_Roux/7346.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Leonard_Slatkin/32041.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Lyon_National_Orchestra/55649.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Lyon_National_Orchestra/55649.htm
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Acclaimed Releases from Leonard Slatkin and the Orchestre National de Lyon

8.660336
“Slatkin’s direction is just right: the opera unfolds seemingly 
naturally, for all its fantastic elements, and the increasing menace 
toward the end dissipates quickly, just as it should” – Infodad.com

8.572887
“Leonard Slatkin draws a vivid sound from the Lyon players, with 
a wide range of dynamics and colours” 
– BBC Music Magazine 

8.572888
“Leonard Slatkin, the orchestra’s music director since 2011, 
gives a performance that’s full of sweep and sparkling color.” 
– American Record Guide

8.572886
“The playing is remarkably refined” – International Record Review

8.573297
“Slatkin leads the orchestra with energy and humor” 
– Allmusic.com, Editor’s Choice

8.573331
“magnificent from beginning to end” 
– Diapason 

NBD0045

NBD0029

NBD0034

 NBD0030

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660336
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572887
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572888
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572886
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573297
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573331
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NBD0034
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NBD0029
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NBD0030
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NBD0045


Leo WEINER (1885–1960) 
Csongor and Tünde, Op. 10 
(1959 version)* 
Ballad for Clarinet and Orchestra, Op. 28** 
(Version for Viola and Orchestra)
Máté Szűcs, Viola** 

Jubilate Girls Choir* • Ferenc Sapszon Jr., Chorus-master* 
Budapest Symphony Orchestra MÁV 
Valéria Csányi

For over half a century at the Liszt Academy in Budapest, Leo Weiner 
taught successive generations of Hungary’s leading musicians, 
and won his country’s highest awards. As a composer his career 
was comet-like in its early brilliance and his music marked by an 
imaginative use of colour, masterful instrumentation and lyrical 
emotion. He regarded Csongor and Tünde as his magnum opus and 
its incidental music was later to take independent form as a ballet, 
heard here in its final 1959 version. The impressionistic Ballad, Op. 
28 for viola and orchestra derives from an earlier work for clarinet 
and piano.

Key Features
• Weiner was one of Hungary’s greatest teachers, but is increasingly  
 known as a composer in his own right.
• One of his eminent pupils, Sir Georg Solti, recorded for Decca a  
 couple of movements from Csongor and Tünde. Weiner also  
 taught the great conductor Fritz Reiner and the cellist Janos  
 Starker among many others.
• His music is melodious, lightly impressionistic and very colourful  
 and approachable.
• Csongor and Tünde was originally incidental music to a play and  
 Weiner then compiled several suites from the music. He  
 considered the six-movement suite final but the performance in  
 this disc derives from the ballet performances given after WW2  
 where the music was expanded to 14 movements.
• This CD recording is based on the manuscript score preserved at  
 the Hungarian Opera House.

Budapest Symphony Orchestra MÁV
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8.573491 Playing Time: 
66:12

Born in Budapest in 1958, Valéria Csányi completed her piano 
studies at the Bartók Conservatory in 1977, continuing at the Liszt 
Academy of Music in Budapest, where she gained her choir-master’s 
degree in 1982 and a conducting degree in 1984, with further study in 
Vienna and Salzburg. In 1983 she joined the Hungarian State Opera, 
first as a répétiteur, later as a conductor. Since 1995 she has worked 
mainly in ballet, having been appointed First Ballet Conductor in 
2003. Her career has included tours with the Hungarian State Opera 
and a number of appearances with the Stockholm Strauss Orchestra. 
For Naxos she has recorded the  operetta Fürstin Ninetta by Johann 
Strauss II [8.660227-28] and the first complete recording of Ferenc 
Erkel’s opera István király (King Stephen) [8.660345-46], the latter 
with the Budapest Symphony Orchestra MÁV.

World Première
Recordings

Companion Titles – 
Valéria Csány, conductor

Companion Titles – Budapest 
Symphony Orchestra MÁV

 Valéria Csányi

8.660227-28 8.572285 8.5732748.660345-46

http://www.naxos.com/person/Valeria_Csanyi/36161.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Budapest_Symphony_Orchestra_MAV/34741.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660227-28
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572285
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573274
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660345-46
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Franz Joseph HAYDN (1732–1809) 
Opera Overtures
Czech Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra Pardubice 
Michael Halász

Haydn’s operas are little-performed today though many of them 
were immensely popular during his lifetime, being staged far beyond 
the wealthy Esterháza court for which they were written. They 
range from dark, supernatural dramas to light-hearted capers, one 
even including a character tricked into believing he is on the moon. 
These overtures give free rein to Haydn’s musical gifts and dramatic 
flair, encapsulating in miniature the emotional range of the operas 
themselves.

Key Features
• This program represents a complete survey of Haydn’s operatic  
 overtures, including rarities such as excerpts from the marionette  
 opera, Philemon und Baucis. These overtures have rarely been  
 recorded, with the BIS label’s double CD release of Haydn’s  
 entire orchestral overtures with the Haydn Sinfonietta Wien  
 currently being the only alternative.
• The Czech Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra Pardubice is  
 one of the Czech Republic’s leading orchestras. Its recordings for  
 Naxos include two volumes of symphonies by Franz Beck, of  
 which ClassicsToday.com wrote that “this release will give a great  
 deal of pleasure to anyone interested in the best symphonic  
 works of the early classical period,” giving vol. 1 (8.573248) a  
 score of 9/9.
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Czech Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra Pardubice

7 47313 34887 9

8.573488 Playing Time: 
79:28

Conductor Michael Halász is an acclaimed conductor of opera, and 
was resident conductor at the Vienna State Opera for twenty years, 
beginning in 1991. Michael Halász’s recordings for Naxos include 
ballets by Tchaikovsky, operatic excerpts of Wagner, symphonies by 
Beethoven, Schubert and Mahler, Rossini overtures, three volumes 
of Liszt’s symphonic poems (described by the Penguin Guide as “one 
of the most successful collections of Liszt’s symphonic poems to 
have emerged in recent years”), Beethoven’s Fidelio (8.660070-71), 
Mozart’s Don Giovanni (8.660080-82), Le nozze di Figaro (8.660102-
04) and Die Zauberflöte (8.660030-31). He has also recorded 
Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater and Orfeo, and Richard Strauss’s Bourgeois 
Gentilhomme, and, for Marco Polo, Rubinstein’s ballet music and 
Don Quixote, Schmidt’s Symphony No. 1 and a pioneering recording 
of Schreker’s opera Der ferne Klang (8.660074-75).

Companion Titles – Franz Joseph Haydn, composer

8.506019 8.507008 8.5080098.503400

 Michael Halász
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http://www.naxos.com/person/Czech_Chamber_Philharmonic_Orchestra__Pardubice/153152.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Michael_Halasz/31614.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.506019
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.503400
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.507008
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.508009
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Playing Time:
66:55
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8.669036  

Tom CIPULLO (b. 1956)
After Life*
Libretto by David Mason 

Lori LAITMAN (b. 1955)
In Sleep The World Is Yours**

Poems by Selma Meerbaum-Eisinger

Ava Pine* • Megan Chenovick**, Sopranos
Catherine Cook, Mezzo-Soprano*

Robert Orth, Baritone*

Music of Remembrance • Mina Miller, Artistic Director

Tom Cipullo’s contemporary opera After Life explores the rôle of art in a troubled 
world and poses weighty questions about the artist’s duty in confronting 
inhumanity. David Mason’s libretto imagines an encounter between the ghosts 
of Pablo Picasso and Gertrude Stein, who reveal both their brilliance and their 
human flaws. Lori Laitman’s song cycle In Sleep The World Is Yours sets three 
beautiful poems by Selma Meerbaum-Eisinger, who was to perish in a Nazi labor 
camp in Ukraine at the age of 18.

Supplementary Promotional Material
• Key release kit 

Key Features
Composer Tom Cipullo won the 2012 Guggenheim Fellowship, the 2013 
Sylvia Goldstein Award and the 2013 Arts & Letters Award from the American 
Academy.
His opera Glory Denied has been recorded by Albany and Opera News voted it 
one of the best opera recordings of 2014.
The librettist of After Life is prize-winning writer David Mason.
Lori Laitman has been described by Fanfare as “one of the most talented and 
intriguing of living composers.”

Playing Time:
62:00

6 36943 97832 0

8.559783 

Mohammed FAIROUZ (b. 1985)
No Orpheus
Kiera Duffy, Soprano
Kate Lindsey, Mezzo-Soprano
Christopher Burchett, Baritone
Margaret Lancaster, Flute
Emily Ondracek, Violin
Ashley Bathgate, Cello
David Moody • Russell Miller, Pianos

Mohammed Fairouz has rapidly become one of the most highly regarded 
composers of his generation, receiving wide acclaim for works such as Native 
Informant (Naxos 8.559744) and his 4th symphony, In the Shadow of No Towers 
(Naxos 8.573205). These songs, representing a decade of vocal writing, deal with 
powerful social issues and sensual celebrations of life and being human. From 
Refugee Blues to After the Revels, the above themes span texts from ancient 
times to world war II. The theme of loss is also compellingly expressed, with the 
intense, distilled narrative of No Orpheus, a portrait of departed family members, 
and concluding with Edgar Allan Poe’s last completed poem, the hauntingly 
mournful Annabel Lee.

Key Features

World Première
Recordings

This release joins Mohammed Fairouz’s 2013 release Native Informant 
(8.559744), acclaimed by Gramophone for the way it “brilliantly marries Arabic 
maqam modality with the counterpoint of a Bach chorale... supremely nuanced”, 
and made an Audiophile Audition ‘Best Disc of the Year’ who described it as 
a “riveting collection… This is a bright, talented and unique young composer 
whose work should be heard.” Fairouz’s Symphony No. 4 (8.573205) prompted 
a Fanfare reviewer to write “I must urge you to acquire this disc for the Fairouz 
work. You simply won’t believe how brilliant it is.”
Mohammed Fairouz’s synthesis of Middle-Eastern poetic 
sensitivity and Western musical idioms, particularly those finest 
qualities of American art-song developed in the last century, 
creates a uniquely attractive, strikingly atmospheric and deeply 
memorable impression. This is music that speaks to its listeners 
directly and without pretension, and will retain its allure for many 
years to come.

Companion Titles – Lori Laitman, composer
8.570119 / 8.559685

Companion Titles – Music of Remembrance
8.559770 / 8.559379

Companion Titles – Mohammed Fairouz, composer
8.559744 / 8.573205

Companion Titles – American Classics
8.573490 / 8.559745 ©
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http://www.naxos.com/person/Mohammed_Fairouz/117944.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570119
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559685
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559770
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559379
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559744
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573205
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573490
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559745
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Playing Time:
55:41

6 36943 97972 3

8.559797

Paul MORAVEC (b. 1957)
Violin Concerto*1

Shakuhachi Quintet*2 • Equilibrium*3

Evermore4

Maria Bachmann, Violin 1,3,4

James Nyoraku Schlefer, Shakuhachi 2

Stephen Gosling, Piano 3,4

Voxare String Quartet 2

Symphony in C1 • Rossen Milanov 1

* WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDINGS

Paul Moravec is one of the most admired and acclaimed composers of our time, 
his music standing out for its melodic grace, lyrical intensity and rich harmonic 
language. The grandly conceived Violin Concerto rates among one of his most 
important accomplishments and, with its romantically sensuous elegance and 
joyous finale, has already earned a place as one of the outstanding American 
works in this genre. The elegiac Shakuhachi Quintet integrates the classical 
Japanese bamboo flute with the Western string quartet, while Equilibrium was 
composed especially for this album, recalling the B-A-C-H motive also heard in 
the Violin Concerto. Evoking the tradition of delicious encore pieces, Evermore 
was written as a wedding gift for Maria Bachmann.

Key Features

2016 has barely begun and we already have a major release and a world 
première recording of a significant new work by Pulitzer Prize-winning composer 
Paul Moravec, whose Violin Concerto inhabits the same grand tradition of core 
repertoire works that includes international hits such that by Samuel Barber.
Our growing catalogue of highly successful releases of music by Paul Moravec 
includes the Tempest Fantasy (8.559323) considered “important and original” 
by American Record Guide, The Time Gallery (8.559267) given 10/10 and 
reviewed as “highly engrossing… a disc of new music most anyone can 
enjoy” by ClassicsToday.com, and Useful Knowledge (8.559698) considered 
by Fanfare as from “one of the most rewarding compositional voices of his 
generation.” Each new Moravec release attracts a great deal of interest, and 
this will assuredly be the case for these première recordings of the Violin 
Concerto, Shakuhachi Quintet and Evermore.

Playing Time:
67:15

6 36943 97742 2

8.559774 

John CAGE (1912–1992)
Complete Works for Flute, Vol. 2
Katrin Zenz, Flute
Tobias Liebezeit • Maxim Mankovski, Vibraphones
Chara Iacovidou • Ludovic Frochot, Pianos

John Cage’s innovative work and unorthodox ideas profoundly affected Western 
music during the latter half of the 20th century, and this second of two volumes 
(volume 1 can be heard on Naxos 8.559773) concludes Katrin Zenz’s survey 
of his complete works for flute. The earlier chromatic compositions include an 
astonishing variety of playing techniques and a bewildering rhythmic complexity, 
while the elements of chance in the later works result in music that is always 
undergoing kaleidoscopic processes at once arbitrary and intensely focused in 
form and expression. The beauty and purpose of Cage’s music lies in an intimacy 
and spirituality that he said should “sober and quiet the mind thus rendering it 
susceptible to divine influences.

Key Features

Includes
World Première

Recordings

Includes
World Première

Recordings

This release follows on from the first volume (8.559773) which appeared in 
November 2015, completing a new and unique edition of John Cage’s complete 
works for flute. It compliments numerous successful Cage releases from Naxos 
including the Sonatas and Interludes (8.559042), Music for Prepared Piano 
(8.559070) and Works for 2 Keyboards (8.559726, 8.559727 & 8.559728).
Katrin Zenz has widened the repertoire for flute by 
John Cage with her arrangements from scores written 
for non-specified melodic instruments. The result is a 
sequence of world première recordings that will be of 
world-wide interest to every kind of Cage scholar and 
performer of contemporary music.
German flutist Katrin Zenz is an acclaimed and 
distinguished pioneer in contemporary music.

Companion Titles – Paul Moravec, composer
8.559323 / 8.559267 / 8.559698 / 8.559393

Companion Titles – John Cage, composer
8.559773 / 8.559042 / 8.559070

Companion Title – Katrin Zenz, flute
8.572369

http://www.naxos.com/person/Katrin_Zenz/121748.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559323
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559267
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559698
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559393
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559773
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559042
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559070
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572369


Francis CHAGRIN (1905–1972) 
Symphonies Nos. 1 and 2
BBC Symphony Orchestra 
Martyn Brabbins

Francis Chagrin described himself as ‘Romanian by birth, British by 
nationality and cosmopolitan by inclination’. A student of Paul Dukas 
and Nadia Boulanger, Chagrin wrote prolifically for films but composed 
for most genres. The two symphonies are among his most important 
orchestral works. Both are dramatic, even passionate—not least in 
the beautiful slow movements—and full of contrasts, both within and 
between movements. Undeservedly neglected, they reveal Chagrin’s 
mastery of form and colour.

Key Features
• Regarded as one of Britain’s most eminent film composers—he  
 wrote the music for the famous film of An Inspector Calls and the  
 documentary Colditz Story.
• This is a new release under the auspices of The British Music  
 Society, a number of whose discs have already been released by  
 Naxos.
• Apart from the film music there is very little Chagrin available on 
 disc.

BBC Symphony Orchestra
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8.571371 Playing Time: 
56:02

Martyn Brabbins is Chief Conductor of the Nagoya Philharmonic, 
Principal Guest Conductor of the Royal Flemish Philharmonic and 
Music Director to the Huddersfield Choral Society. He was Artistic 
Director of the Cheltenham International Festival of Music from 2005 
to 2007 and Associate Principal Conductor of the BBC Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra from 1994 to 2005. He studied composition 
in London and conducting with Ilya Musin in Leningrad, winning 
first prize at the 1988 Leeds Competition. Since then Brabbins has 
become a frequent guest with leading orchestras across the globe. 
He is known for his affinity with music of the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries, particularly British music. He has made around 
120 recordings, has conducted hundreds of world premières and has 
close links with many of today’s foremost composers.

World Première
Recordings

Companion Titles – British Music Society

8.571356 8.571360 8.5713618.571354
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Martyn Brabbins

http://www.naxos.com/person/Martyn_Brabbins/31514.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571356
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571354
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571360
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571361
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Playing Time:
51:25

Playing Time:
73:51

7 47313 35277 7

7 47313 31717 2

8.573527 

8.573171 

Alexander SCRIABIN (1872–1915)
Piano Music
Sonate-fantaisie • Impromptus • Nocturnes
Soyeon Kate Lee, Piano

Alexander Scriabin’s music was admired by Tolstoy as ‘a sincere expression of 
genius’ while the composer once described himself as “all impulse, all desire…”. 
Rivalling Rachmaninov as a virtuoso musician, the colourful young pianist/
composer Scriabin found inspiration in his hero Chopin, while adding Russian 
darkness to his Impromptus and sensuous passion to the technically demanding 
Sonate-fantaisie. This album of lesser-known works also includes the precocious 
11 year old’s Canon in D minor.

Key Features
In this first of two volumes of piano works by Scriabin, Soyeon Kate Lee 
examines this remarkable composer’s earliest piano works, colorful pieces that 
have been overshadowed by the later sonatas and that are more usually to be 
found in expensive box sets.
Korean-American pianist Soyeon Kate Lee was first 
prize winner of the 2010 Naumburg International 
Piano Competition and the 2004 Concert Artist Guild 
International Competition, her playing lauded by the 
New York Times as having “a huge, richly varied sound, 
a lively imagination and a firm sense of style,” and by 
the Washington Post for her “stunning command of the 
keyboard.” She has already recorded Scarlatti (Naxos 
8.570010) in a recording described as “effortless… 
she invariably seems to catch the most apposite of this 
composer’s many moods” by MusicWeb International, 
and of her Liszt recording (Naxos 8.572589) the American Record Guide wrote 
that “Lee supplies flair and depth in these renderings of Liszt arrangements. …
she spins gorgeous phrases, commanding attention even if the variations are 
too long. Superb.” 

Albert ROUSSEL (1869–1937)
Piano Music, Vol. 2
Jean-Pierre Armengaud, Piano

Though he is best known for his orchestral works, Albert Roussel wrote an 
important body of piano music. This second of three volumes of the complete 
piano works includes the composer’s own reduction of his earliest orchestral 
work, Résurrection, a response to the emotions engendered by Tolstoy’s last 
novel from which this ‘prelude’ takes its inspiration. Love of nature inspires 
the rhythmically inventive three Rustiques the second movement of which, 
Promenade sentimentale en forêt, is notable for its birdsong and rich polyphony. 
Roussel’s largest-scaled piano work is the Suite in F sharp minor, richly imbued 
with driving energy, exciting themes and fresh effects.

Key Features

The second of three volumes devoted to the complete piano music following on 
from the five volumes devoted to the orchestral music.
Roussel is a highly important composer, a bridge between German Romanticism 
and French impressionism.
Once again the disc played by specialist Roussel 
pianist, Jean-Pierre Armengaud.
The First volume [8.573093] was highly regarded and 
very favorably reviewed; see Gramophone; “Roussel 
was championed by two great French pianists, 
Robert Casadesus in the Trois Pièces, Op 49, and 
Alfred Cortot, who conducted the first performances 
of the early orchestral works, but even they could 
hardly have made a finer case for the composer 
than Jean-Pierre Armengaud, whose rich experience 
is reflected in well-recorded performances of 
outstanding vitality and expertise.”

Companion Titles – Alexander Scriabin, composer
8.553600 / 8.553997 / 8.570412 / 8.572440

Companion Titles – Albert Roussel, composer
8.570245 / 8.570529 / 8.572243 / 8.573093
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http://www.naxos.com/person/Soyeon_Lee/36272.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Jean_Pierre_Armengaud/144383.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.553600
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.553997
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570412
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572440
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570245
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570529
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572243
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573093
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Playing Time:
58:20

7 47313 32857 4

8.573285 

Manuel PONCE (1882–1948)
Guitar Music, Vol. 4
Judicaël Perroy, Guitar

Considered by many to be the founding father of 20th-century Mexican music, 
Manuel Ponce dedicated himself to composing for guitar after meeting Andrés 
Segovia in 1923. The evocative and warmly lyrical Sonatina Meridional is his 
response to Segovia’s request for a work “of a purely Spanish character.” The 
two versions of Thème varié et Finale with their inspired harmonic progressions 
are recorded together here for the first time, as is one of Ponce’s most expressive 
pieces, the Andante from a manuscript lost during the Spanish Civil War. 
Variations on a Theme of Cabezón was his final work for guitar.

Key Features

Playing Time:
71:05

7 47313 32577 1

8.573257 

Bonifazio GRAZIANI (1604–1664)
Cantatas, Op. 25
Consortium Carissimi • Garrick Comeaux

Bonifazio Graziani, maestro di cappella at the Jesuit Church in Rome, is now 
emerging as one of the most eminent figures of the mid-seventeenth century 
Roman baroque period, the so-called Scuola romana. Like his great contemporary, 
Giacomo Carissimi, he favoured the genre of the solo cantata for one, two, three 
and four voices. The liturgical cantatas, or motets, from Musiche sagre e morali, 
are notable for their tremendously varied subject matter, ranging from Lenten 
penitential and Christmas themes to philosophical discourse on the meaning of 
life, as in Mal’accorto pensier (On the vanity of the world). Volume 1 of polyphonic 
works by Graziani can be heard on Naxos 8.573256.

Key Features

This contemporary of Carissimi—who is much better known—is now emerging 
as one of the most eminent figures of the Roman baroque period—the so-
called Scuola Romana period.
He was highly regarded in his day and his music was performed across Europe.
Consortium Carissimi, which is dedicated 
to perform this specialised repertoire 
in concert and on disc, perform at a 
performance pitch of 414 Hz. Theirs is a 
historically informed interpretation based 
on long study of the manuscripts and 
performance practice of the time.

Manuel Ponce’s music forms one of the most significant bodies of work for the 
classical guitar in the 20th century. Receiving critical praise and admiration 
from musicians and connoisseurs from the start, its popularity continues to the 
present day.
Guitarist Judicaël Perroy is widely known as an extraordinary 
virtuoso with several prizes to his credit. In 1997 he won the 
prestigious first prize of the 15th Guitar Foundation of America 
(GFA) International Competition and Convention, which 
awarded him a tour of the U.S. and Canada with more than 
sixty concerts and masterclasses. He is a favorite in Europe 
and Asia and is highly sought after as a teacher.
This is a rather special release with its unique bringing together of the two 
versions of the Thème varié et Finale and a world première in the recording of 
Ponce’s Andante, a discovery of exquisite guitar writing forwarded specially to 
Judicaël Perroy for this recording.

Companion Titles – Consortium Carissimi
8.555075 / 8.555076 / 8.557390 / 8.573256

Companion Titles – Manuel Ponce, composer
8.553832 / 8.554199 / 8.573284 / 8.572527

Includes
World Première

Recordings

World Première
Recordings
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http://www.naxos.com/person/Consortium_Carissimi_34169/34169.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Judicael_Perroy/53829.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.555075
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.555076
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557390
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573256
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.553832
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.554199
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573284
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572527
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Playing Time:
41:01

8.571320 

7 47313 13207 2

Idil Biret Archive Edition, Vol. 18

Johannes BRAHMS (1833–1897)
Piano Quintet in F minor, Op. 34
Idil Biret, Piano
London String Quartet 

“The London String Quartet’s South Bank (Queen Elisabeth Hall) programme on 
Saturday night also brought the Turkish pianist Idil Biret to join them in quintets 
by Schumann and Brahms. It was in the latter’s F minor Quintet, Opus 34, that 
the group achieved their most rewarding performance, with playing that had a 
true homogeneity of feeling as well as of purpose… Here, the first movement 
was extremely well paced, building a strong and exciting character, to which the 
following Andante was a calm contrast of dream like reflectiveness. Miss Biret’s 
piano playing was securely blended with that of the quartet, ranging from the 
necessary assertive character at times to an expressive poetic quality in some 
of the quieter passages. So impressive a performance, which induced a new 
admiration for the work.” 

– Noël Goodwin, THE TIMES – UK January 1980

“At the group’s London debut on 5 January the London String Quartet produced 
some wonderfully rich sounds: in the Brahms slow movement, for instance, the 
E major episode found Benedict Cruft and Ruşen Güneş especially expressive 
in the unison writing and the return of the theme after the Trio was as ominously 
expectant as I have heard it —Idil Biret’s tensile, rhythmic playing was especially 
fine here.”

– MUSIC AND MUSICIANS – UK March 1980

Playing Time:
1:56:10

9.70244-45
2 CDs 

7 30099 72441 8

Rudolf LEBERL (1884–1952)
Selected Works for Guitar Solo
Fabian Hinsche, Guitar 

Born in the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Rudolf Leberl is one of the most 
undeservedly neglected of Bohemian composers. He wrote extensively for the 
guitar, drawing on a rich variety of influences—German Romanticism, folk music, 
nineteenth-century guitar traditions, and a love of poetry—to forge his own highly 
individual voice. His cycles are musical kaleidoscopes and include rustic dances, 
baroque evocations, Spanish elements and beautiful romances. The wide-
ranging and highly characteristic 12 Stimmungsbilder (Mood Pictures) include 
some of his most engaging and virtuosic writing.

Key Features
Barely known Bohemian composer of guitar music heard in premiere recordings.
Highly interesting example of the fusion of nineteenth-century German 
influences, such as Schubert and Schumann, fusing with Czech folk music.
Leberl was an example of a composer caught up in the socio-political turmoil 
of the mid-20th century—caught between the Nazis and the post-war expulsion 
of Sudeten Germans.
These Bohemian works offer a different perspective to the more familiar 
Spanish works of the time and will appeal to those who like Mendelssohn, 
Grieg, Schubert—as well as early Reger.

Companion Titles – Guitar Music Classics
8.573457 / 8.573379 / 8.573059 / 8.573117

Companion Titles – IBA Brahms Albums
8.571303-04 / 8.501302*

Companion Titles – IBA Chamber Edition
8.571319 / 8.571305

*Available only in Turkey

World Première
Recordings

DIGITAL EXCLUSIVE

IDIL BIRET ARCHIVE

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573457
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573379
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573059
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573117
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571303-04
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.501302
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571319
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571305
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NA0220 • 9-CD set
Playing Time: 11 Hours 

NA0245 • 8-CD set
Playing Time: 10 Hours 

The Periodic Table
By Primo Levi
Unabridged
Read by Neville Jason

The Periodic Table by Primo Levi is an impassioned response to the Holocaust: consisting of 
twenty-one short stories, each possessing the name of a chemical element, the collection tells 
of the author’s experiences as a Jewish-Italian chemist before, during and after Auschwitz in 
luminous, clear, and unfailingly beautiful prose. It has been named the best science book ever 
by the Royal Institution of Great Britain and is considered to be Levi’s crowning achievement.

Robinson Crusoe
By Daniel Defoe
Unabridged
Read by Andrew Cullum

When his ship is wrecked in a storm, Robinson Crusoe finds himself stranded on a desert 
island with no one to help him and no chance of rescue. Scared and alone, he tries to make 
a life for himself, building shelters, hunting food, taming animals, crafting boats and making 
clothes. But just as his life appears to be settled, he sees someone else’s footprint on the beach 
and a different struggle for survival begins, this time against cannibals and pirates. Published 
in 1719, the novel was an immediate success and continues to fascinate new generations.

The Turn of the Screw
By Henry James
Unabridged
Read by Penelope Rawlins with Ben Elliot

Perhaps the most brilliantly successful ghost story ever written, The Turn of the Screw creates 
a terrifyingly believable impression of children so corrupted by evil that they remain deceptive 
pictures of innocent beauty. Their governess must struggle alone to confront and exorcise 
the demons which she believes possess their souls… Published in 1898, the story was 
immediately met with glowing reviews. It remains one of Henry James’s most popular works.

NA0221 • 5-CD set
Playing Time: 5 Hours 

9 781843 799528

9 781843 799382

9 781843 799962

NAXOS AUDIOBOOKS

Companion Titles – Daniel Defoe, author
NA337212 / NA306512 / NA0072

Companion Titles – Henry James, author
NA437612 / NA299912 / NA339012 / NA311212

Companion Titles – Neville Jason, narrator
NA0139 / NA0205 / NA0204 / NA0085

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA337212
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA306512
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0072
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA437612
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA299912
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA339012
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA311212
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0139
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0205
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0204
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0085



