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Victor HERBERT (1859–1924) 
Cello Concertos Nos. 1* and 2* 
Irish Rhapsody for Grand Orchestra 
Mark Kosower, Cello* 
Ulster Orchestra 
JoAnn Falletta

Irish-born Victor Herbert was one of the most celebrated names in 
American music in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
A cellist, conductor, and composer of light operas, he was also a 
recording artist. His two Cello Concertos are full of graceful melodies, 
the First having a songlike slow movement and a spirited Polonaise 
finale that earned praise at its 1885 première in Stuttgart. The Second 
Concerto, scored for a large orchestra, is more tightly constructed than 
the First. It was hearing this work that inspired Herbert’s boss at the 
National Conservatory in New York, Antonín Dvořák, to write his own 
great B minor Cello Concerto.

Key Features
• Cellist Mark Kosower recorded Ginastera’s Concertos  
 on 8.572372. About this disc Fanfare wrote: “Even in the  
 composer’s most demanding passages, there’s no  
 sense that the cellist is being pushed beyond his limits,  
 and his sound remains rich and full throughout the  
 cello’s range.”
• JoAnn Falletta has been called “one of the finest conductors of  
 her generation” by the New York Times and she continues  
 her well-received, critically admired Naxos discs with the Ulster  
 Orchestra:  “accompanied by JoAnn Falletta with an excellent ear  
 for Moeran’s beautiful orchestration” International Record  
 Review, of 8.573034.
• Herbert’s concertos are lyrical, well-crafted and make an  
 immediate appeal. No. 2 is historically important for its influence  
 on Dvořák.

Supplementary Promotional Materials
• Key Release Kit 
• Video trailer 
• Artist profile (JoAnn Falletta) 
• Facebook cover and post

JoAnn Falletta serves as Music Director of the Buffalo Philharmonic 
and Virginia Symphony and is the Principal Guest Conductor of the 
Brevard Music Center of North Carolina. She has guest conducted over 
a hundred orchestras in North America, and many of the most prominent 
orchestras in Europe, Asia, South America and Africa. She served as 
Principal Conductor of the Ulster Orchestra from 2011 to 2014, with 
whom she made her début at London’s prestigious Proms and has 
recorded music of Gustav Holst, E.J. Moeran and John Knowles Paine. 
Recipient of the Seaver/National Endowment for the Arts Conductors 
Award, winner of the Stokowski Competition, and the Toscanini, Ditson 
and Bruno Walter conducting awards, Falletta has also received twelve 
ASCAP awards and served on the U.S. National Council on the Arts. 
A champion of American music, she has presented over five hundred 
works by American composers including 110 world premières. Her Naxos 
recordings include the double GRAMMY® Award-winning disc of works 
by John Corigliano and GRAMMY® nominated discs of works by Tyberg, 
Dohnányi, Fuchs, Schubert, Respighi, Gershwin, Hailstork and Holst.
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Companion Titles – Mark Kosower, Cello
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© Bonggyun Kim
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Berlin Radio Symphony Orchestra

Companion Titles – Nikolay Rimsky-Korsakov, Composer

8.572693 8.660288-908.572787 8.572788

Nikolay Andreyevich 
RIMSKY-KORSAKOV (1844–1908) 
Symphonies Nos. 1 and 3
Berlin Radio Symphony Orchestra 
Gerard Schwarz

Begun when he was a seventeen-year-old naval cadet, Rimsky-
Korsakov’s Symphony No. 1 was hailed by the nationalist group 
‘The Five’ as the first truly Russian symphony, in contrast with the 
German-influenced music of Anton Rubinstein. With its use of Russian 
folk-songs, this is a work of remarkable natural talent, justifying the 
early enthusiasm of Balakirev. Symphony No. 3, cast in a thoroughly 
Russian musical language, is notable not only for its significantly 
enhanced technical competence but for its great rhythmic vitality and 
subtle orchestration.

Key Features
• Naxos has already released the Rimsky-Korsakov symphonies,  
 recorded in St Petersburg, back in 1994 on [No.1] 8.550811 and  
 [No.3] 8.550812.
• Gerard Schwarz, who has recorded with the Berlin Radio Symphony  
 Orchestra for Naxos before, conducts this latest release – see the  
 very well-received Alan Hovhaness disc on 8.559294.
• Schwarz is an Emmy-award winner.
• The symphonies are prime early Nationalist works. No.1 was written  
 the year before Tchaikovsky’s own First Symphony.

Supplementary Promotional Materials 
• Key Release Kit 
• Artist profile 
• Facebook cover and post

Internationally recognized for his innovative programming and extensive 
catalogue of recordings, American conductor Gerard Schwarz serves 
as music director of the All-Star Orchestra and the Eastern Music 
Festival Orchestra and is conductor laureate of the Seattle Symphony. 
In his nearly five decades as a respected classical musician and 
conductor, Schwarz has received hundreds of honours and accolades 
including Emmy Awards, GRAMMY® nominations, ASCAP Awards and 
the Ditson Conductor’s Award.

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572787
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572693
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572788
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660288-90
http://www.naxos.com/person/Berlin_Radio_Symphony_Orchestra_35467/35467.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Berlin_Radio_Symphony_Orchestra_35467/35467.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Gerard_Schwarz/32307.htm


Qigang CHEN (b. 1951) 
Enchantements oubliés 
Er Huang* • Un temps disparu** 
Chun-Chieh Yen, Piano* 
Jie-Min Yan, Erhu** 
Taiwan Philharmonic, NSO 
Shao-Chia Lü

Qigang Chen is one of the most prominent Chinese composers working 
today, whose music has been commissioned and performed by leading 
orchestras and musicians around the world. Er Huang, commissioned by 
Carnegie Hall, is based on a number of melodies from Peking operas, 
nostalgically recollected, while the unusual structure of Enchantements 
oubliés explores a journey into the essence of beauty. Un temps disparu 
features the erhu, a two-stringed Chinese fiddle, and makes use of an 
ancient Chinese melody called Three Variations on the Plum Blossom.

Key Features
• Conductor Shao-Chia Lü conducted a disc by Gordon Shi-Wen Chin  
 [8.570615]. Musicweb International wrote: “the Cello Concerto…acts  
 as a superb platform for the powerfully projected tone of its dedicatee  
 Wen-Sinn Yang aided by the brilliantly evocative interpretation of  
 Shao-Chia Lü’s orchestra [the Taiwan Philharmonic].”
• He has also conducted a performance of La bohème for Australian  
 Opera in 2011 which is on DVD [OPOZ56017DVD] and Blu-ray.
• Qigang Chen was Music Director of the 2008 Summer Olympics  
 opening ceremony in Beijing.
• Chen became a French citizen in 1992 and has been decorated  
 “Chevalier” for arts and letters by French Culture and the French  
 Government.

Shao-Chia Lü, music director of the National 
Symphony Orchestra (Taiwan Philharmonic) 
since August 2010 and principal conductor of 
the South Denmark Philharmonic since 2014, 
studied in Taipei, at Indiana University and the 
Hochschule für Musik in Vienna, going on to win 
first prize at renowned conducting competitions 
in Bensançon, Trento and Amsterdam. He has 
held posts in Koblenz (1998–2004) and at the 
Staatsoper Hannover (2001–2006) in addition 
to appearing as guest conductor with the major 
opera houses of Berlin, Sydney, Brussels, Oslo 

and Stuttgart, and with numerous orchestras throughout Europe and 
Asia, including the Royal Concertgebouw of Amsterdam, the Berlin 
Radio Symphony Orchestra, the Orchestra dell’Accademia Nazionale 
di Santa Cecilia, Rome, the Orchestre National de France, the Oslo 
Philharmonic, the New Japan Philharmonic, the NHK Orchestra in 
Tokyo, and leading orchestras in China.
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Companion Titles – 21st Century Chinese Classics

8.570615 8.5706178.570610 8.570611

© Yung-Nien Wang

World Première
Recordings

http://www.naxos.com/person/Qigang_Chen/56050.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Shao_Chia_Lu/161129.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/National_Symphony_Orchestra__Taiwan/160802.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/National_Symphony_Orchestra__Taiwan/160802.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570610
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570615
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570611
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570617


Maurice RAVEL (1875–1937) 
Orchestral Works, Vol. 3 
Orchestrations 
CHABRIER: Menuet pompeux 
DEBUSSY: Sarabande et Danse 
SCHUMANN: Carnaval 
MUSSORGSKY: Pictures at an Exhibition 
Orchestre National de Lyon 
Leonard Slatkin

Maurice Ravel’s incomparable skill in orchestration and command of 
orchestral colour is evident both in his own works and in his orchestrations 
of music by other composers. His versions of both Chabrier’s vibrant 
Menuet pompeux and the colourful commedia dell’arte figures of 
Schumann’s Carnaval were commissions for ballet, while new life was 
given to his late friend Debussy’s Sarabande et Danse at the request 
of publisher Jean Jobert. Ravel’s iconic orchestration of Mussorgsky’s 
Pictures at an Exhibition makes telling use of a large orchestra, vividly 
depicting scenes that range from the playful to the macabre.

Key Features
• This release joins an acclaimed and increasingly abundant collection  
 of recordings of Ravel from Leonard Slatkin and the Orchestre  
 National de Lyon. The most recent releases in this edition include  
 that of Ravel’s second opera L’Enfant et les sortilèges and Ma Mère  
 l’Oye (8.660336), in which “Slatkin and his orchestra are on top form: 
 beautiful solo strings in the Prelude and a deft account of the Dance  
 of the Spinning Wheel. This disc is a terrific bargain” (Gramophone). 
• The success of this internationally renowned conductor and the  
 Orchestre National de Lyon in our edition of Ravel’s orchestral music  
 also precedes this release of his orchestrations. Gramophone  
 acclaimed Slatkin’s conducting as “shaping the music with a  
 potent mix of the sensuous, sinuous, sinister and spirited” in volume  
 1 (8.572887), and volume 2 (8.572888) was admired for its “splendidly  
 characterised La Valse” by BBC Music Magazine.
• Ravel’s orchestration of Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition has  
 long been acknowledged as one of the finest ever made, and this is a  
 work that has long remained enduringly and immensely popular.  
 Despite numerous recordings of this work in Ravel’s orchestration  
 there are very few CD programs on the theme of Ravel’s orchestrations  
 in general, and these versions of movements from Schumann’s  
 Carnaval and the Debussy Sarabande et Danse are substantial  
 attractions.
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Companion Titles – Maurice Ravel, Composer

8.660336 8.6603378.572887 8.572888

Internationally renowned conductor Leonard Slatkin began his musical 
studies on the violin and studied conducting with his father, followed by 
training with Walter Susskind at Aspen and Jean Morel at The Juilliard 
School. He was named music director of the Orchestre National de 
Lyon in its 2011–2012 season. His over a hundred recordings have 
brought seven GRAMMY® Awards and more than sixty GRAMMY® Award 
nominations. He has received many other honours, including the 2003 
National Medal of Arts, France’s Chevalier of the Legion of Honour and 
the League of American Orchestras’ Gold Baton for service to American 
music.

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572887
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660336
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572888
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660337
http://www.naxos.com/person/Leonard_Slatkin/32041.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Lyon_National_Orchestra/55649.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Lyon_National_Orchestra/55649.htm


João de SOUSA CARVALHO (1745–1798) 
L’Angelica 
Serenata per musica da cantarsi 
Libretto by Pietro Metastasio 
Joana Seara • Sandra Medeiros, Sopranos 
Lidia Vinyes Curtis • Maria Luísa Tavares, Mezzo-Sopranos 
Fernando Guimarães, Tenor 
Concerto Campestre 
Pedro Castro

João de Sousa Carvalho was one of the foremost Portuguese 
composers of his generation. L’Angelica was his first opportunity to 
write a ‘courtly serenata or drama’, the first of ten such works, after 
being appointed music master to the Portuguese royal family at the 
court of Queen Maria I (1734–1816). Setting a libretto by the great 
Italian poet Metastasio, Carvalho brings out every ounce of dramatic 
intensity in his richly expressive and captivating score, the story of how 
the beautiful and intelligent Angelica uses and misuses her seductive 
charms to fool the noble Orlando into thinking she loves him, only to 
abandon him and run away with Medoro instead.
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Companion Titles – Portuguese Music

8.573495 8.5728928.660319-21 8.573380-81

Key Features
• This is the first modern recording of a ‘serenata’ (a smaller-scale  
 version of the more common ‘dramma per musica’) by João de  
 Sousa Carvalho. In his time he became the favorite composer of  
 Queen Maria I and is widely regarded as the best Portuguese  
 composer of his day. One of his main tasks was to compose these  
 small operas for the namedays and birthdays of royal family  
 members, most of whom were true opera connoisseurs and music  
 lovers. 
• The name João de Sousa Carvalho may be less well-known than  
 many, though his overture to L’amore industrioso appeared in a  
 program of orchestral music (8.557207) admired for its “great  
 expressive intensity” by BBC Music Magazine. 
• This recording is topped by soprano Joana Seara in the title role, a  
 young singer whose rising star has already seen her playing significant  
 parts in operas by Francisco António de Almeida, most recently  
 Il Trionfo d’Amore (8.573380-81), and La Spinalba (8.660319-21)  
 performed “with stylistic distinction and pleasing clarity” (Opera  
 News). 
• Portuguese conductor Pedro Castro conducted the modern premiere  
 of Carvalho’s L’Angelica in 2010 and is currently researching the  
 tradition of the court serenata in Lisbon in the time of Queen Maria I  
 (1777–1800).

With its name inspired by the bucolic aesthetic cultivated by several 
art forms in the Renaissance and Baroque periods, the early music 
ensemble Concerto Campestre is dedicated to the performance 
of and research into European art music from the sixteenth to the 
eighteenth century. Based in Lisbon and under the artistic direction 
of Pedro Castro the group is comprised of specialists in period 
instruments with extensive academic and artistic experience. It has 
performed in several formations ranging from a chamber trio to a 
baroque orchestra and has played in all the main festivals and venues 
in the region, such as CCB, the Gulbenkian Museum, Encontros de 
Música Antiga de Loulé, Terras Sem Sombra Festival, Fora do Lugar 
Festival, Encontros de Música Antiga de Loulé, Encontros de Música 
Antiga de Tomar and Festival Cistermúsica in Alcobaça.

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660319-21
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573495
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573380-81
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572892
http://www.naxos.com/person/Joana_Seara/172855.htm
http://concertocampestre.blogspot.com/


Leo BROUWER (b. 1939) 
Concierto de Benicàssim†

Joaquín RODRIGO (1901–1999): 
Concierto de Aranjuez
Frank MARTIN (1890–1974): Guitare†

Miguel Trápaga, Guitar 
Real Filharmonía de Galicia 
Óliver Díaz

† WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDING

This album brings together two world première recordings and an 
undisputed masterpiece, Rodrigo’s Concierto de Aranjuez which, with its 
sublime Adagio, has become his most celebrated work. Frank Martin’s 
extraordinarily powerful Guitare is the composer’s orchestral version 
of Quatre pièces brèves for solo guitar [Naxos 8.570191]. Echoes of 
Rodrigo can be heard in the cinematic Romanticism of Leo Brouwer’s 
Concierto de Benicàssim, described by the composer as ‘a panorama of 
my own ideas’. Written as a tribute to the 150th anniversary of the birth 
of Francisco Tárrega, it is revived here by Miguel Trápaga over a decade 
after its première.

Born in Cantabria in 1967, Miguel Trápaga has won top prizes in several 
guitar competitions, including the XVIth Andrés Segovia International 
Guitar Competition, Palma de Mallorca, the 3rd Great Lakes Competition, 
Oberlin, Ohio, and the 12th International Solo Guitar Competition, Guitar 
Foundation of America. Currently a teacher at the Royal Conservatory 
of Music in Madrid, he has given master-classes in Spain and abroad 
(Sibelius Academy, Frederic Chopin Academy in Warsaw, Melbourne 
University), and has performed in the main concert halls and theatres 
in Spain, with concert tours of Europe, Australia, Africa, Latin America, 
Asia, Canada and the United States. He has performed with numerous 
orchestras, including the National Philharmonic of Ukraine, the Seville 
and Madrid Symphony Orchestras, and the Canberra Symphony 
Orchestra. With the Simon Bolívar Symphony Orchestra of Venezuela, 
he performed Leo Brouwer’s Concierto de Benicàssim conducted by the 
composer.

Miguel Trápaga
7 47313 35427 6

8.573542 Playing Time
67:27

Includes
World Première

Recordings
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Real Filharmonía de Galicia

7

Companion Titles – Guitar Classics Series

8.573336 8.5732858.570286 8.572365

Key Features
• This release brings together two world première recordings  
 alongside a performance of the most famous and popular guitar  
 concerto ever written, Joaquín Rodrigo’s Concierto de Aranjuez.  
 Concierto de Benicàssim by Cuban composer Leo Brouwer was  
 written to mark the 150th anniversary of the birth of Francisco  
 Tárrega. The work remained absent from the concert stage for ten  
 years before being taken up by Miguel Trápaga, who considers it as  
 destined to become one of the 21st century’s most important  
 concertos for guitar and orchestra. Also a world première recording,  
 Guitare is Frank Martin’s orchestral arrangement of his own  
 magnificent Quatre Pièces Brèves for solo guitar.
• The Spanish launch of this CD is planned to include a special concert  
 by Miguel Trápaga at a 1600-seat venue in April-May of 2016.
• The Real Filharmonía de Galicia was established in 1996, has a  
 considerable international reputation and a growing catalog of  
 acclaimed record releases including programs dedicated to  
 composers from Manuel de Falla and Frederic Mompou (2009) to  
 Maurice Ravel (2012). Conductor/pianist Óliver Díaz  
 was the first Spanish musician – and the  only one to  
 date – selected, admitted and awarded the Bruno  
 Walter Scholarship for orchestra conducting to study  
 at the New York Juilliard School of Music. 

http://www.migueltrapaga.com/
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570286
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573336
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572365
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573285
http://www.rfgalicia.org/
http://www.oliver-diaz.com/
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Leopold STOKOWSKI (1882–1977)
Transcriptions 
J.S. BACH • TCHAIKOVSKY • WAGNER 
MUSSORGSKY • PURCELL* • BOCCHERINI
Timothy Walden, Cello*
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra
José Serebrier

Leopold Stokowski was both one of the twentieth century’s greatest conductors 
and an inveterate orchestral arranger. This compendium features a colourful 
selection of his transcriptions, which received the highest praise when first 
released in a series played by the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra under 
the distinguished baton of José Serebrier, one-time Associate Conductor to 
Stokowski himself.

Key Features
• This compilation brings together some of the most spectacular recordings from  
 our much acclaimed series of recordings of transcriptions by Leopold  
 Stokowski, generously supported by The Leopold Stokowski Society.
• The  GRAMMY® nominated Mussorgsky program (8.557645) was a  
 Gramophone ‘Editor’s Choice’ and summed up as having “outstanding  
 performances by  the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, brilliantly  
 recorded.” This disc was also given a 10/10 score by ClassicsToday.com.
• While no collection of Stokowski’s transcriptions would be  
 complete without his most famous work, Bach’s Toccata and  
 Fugue in D minor, this compilation also reflects José Serebrier’s  
 willingness to rummage through dozens of manuscripts to revive  
 less frequently performed arrangements, carefully making  
 versions that avoid slavish imitation of original recordings while  
 remaining respectful of Stokowski’s intentions. These recordings not only  
 bring Stokowski’s remarkable legacy into the 21st century in fresh new  
 recordings, but continue to deliver special musical experience for audiences  
 less likely to find organ repertoire or complete operas an approachable  
 prospect.

Erik NORDGREN (1913–1992)
The Bergman Suites
Slorak Radio Symphony Orchestra
Adriano

Erik Nordgren, whose compositions include major concertos and chamber 
music, wrote seventeen film scores for Ingmar Bergman. The finest examples 
of their close collaboration can be heard on this recording. They include the 
symphonically proportioned Waiting Women, the suggestive and mysterious 
score for Wild Strawberries and the exceptional economy of The Face. Conductor 
Adriano has prepared the scores directly from manuscripts and copies of the 
films, where available.

Key Features
• This is a reissue of a Marco Polo disc 8.223682.
• On its original appearance Gramophone wrote; “Performances and recording  
 are among the best in this interesting series”.
• Conductor Adriano is one of the best-known interpreters of film  
 music and has been a leading film recording artist for Marco  
 Polo/Naxos.
• Adriano was in contact with composer Erik Nordgren who sent  
 Adriano the original music manuscripts of existing scores.
• Smiles of a Summer Night and Wild Strawberries are amongst  
 Ingmar Bergman’s best-loved films.

NEW ON NAXOS |  APRIL 2016

Adriano

Playing Time:
61:28

7 47313 83057 2

8.578305

Companion Titles – Film Music Classics Series
8.570979 / 8.572718 / 8.570238 / 8.573389

Playing Time:
53:42

7 47313 33707 1
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http://www.naxos.com/person/Bournemouth_Symphony_Orchestra/35469.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Jose_Serebrier_31014/31014.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/_Adriano_32351/32351.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570979
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572718
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570238
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573389
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557645
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557883
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572050
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570293
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Paul BOWLES (1910–1999)
Complete Piano Works, Vol. 1
Latin American Pieces
Six Preludes • Portraits
Folk Preludes • Arrangements
Sonata for Two Pianos
The Invencia Piano Duo

Celebrated for books such as The Sheltering Sky, Paul Bowles was one of a 
very select group of artists who excelled as both composer and writer. He was 
a distinctive and original composer and in the first of two volumes devoted to 
his complete piano works – both solo and duo – the music is grouped cyclically, 
stylistically or thematically. This selection includes works inspired by Latin 
American themes, some of which are among his most atmospheric, as well as 
the blues-infused Six Preludes. The challenging Sonata for Two Pianos is one of 
the best-kept secrets of American piano music. Also included are pieces written 
for Bowles by Leonard Bernstein and Virgil Thomson.

Key Features
• This is the first ever complete recording of Bowles’ entire  
 surviving piano music.
• The music includes those that use authentic Latin-American folk  
 melodies, some that are jazz-influenced, and some that pick up  
 on North American folklore.
• Pianist Andrey Kasparov’s piano duet arrangements of Bowles’  
 three songs for voice and piano are also included.
• Kasparov is an academic, soloist and teacher and in 1994 gave the 
 world premiere performance of the revised version of Béla Bartók’s 
 Piano Concerto No. 3.

Joan TOWER (b. 1938)
String Quartets Nos. 32, 42 and 51

Dumbarton Quintet1,3

Blair McMillen, Piano3

Daedalus Quartet1

Miami String Quartet2

Widely regarded as one of America’s pre-eminent living composers, Joan Tower, 
who is also a pianist, is particularly devoted to chamber music. Organic structures 
underpin her string quartets – there is ‘heat from within’ and radiance of texture in 
Incandescent, her third quartet, virtuosic interplay in the fourth, Angels, and fluid 
connections in White Water, her fifth quartet. Tower is only the third composer 
– after Stravinsky and Copland – to be commissioned by the Dumbarton Oaks 
Foundation, and her Dumbarton Quintet pursues extremes of moods both 
consonant and dissonant.

Key Features
• Joan Tower was the first woman to receive the Grawemeyer Award in  
 Composition for Silver Ladders.
• Made in America, recorded on Naxos by Leonard Slatkin and the Nashville  
 Symphony in 2008, received three Grammy® Awards (8.559328).
• She has been composer-in-residence with many of America’s best orchestras  
 – St Louis Symphony, Orchestra of St Luke’s, Pittsburgh Symphony, Albany  
 Symphony.
• Fanfares for the Uncommon Woman has been  
 played by over 500 different ensembles.
• The Daedalus Quartet premièred her White Water 
 quartet, recorded here, in 2012.

World Première
Recordings

Companion Titles – American Classics Series
8.559767 / 8.559751 / 8.559759 / 8.559693

Companion Titles – Joan Tower, Composer
8.559328 / 8.559215 / 8.559775 / 8.559683

Playing Time:
58:56

Playing Time:
63:40

6 36943 97862 7

6 36943 97952 5

8.559786

8.559795
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Includes
World Première

Recordings

http://www.naxos.com/person/Joan_Tower_23278/23278.htm
http://www.daedalusquartet.com/
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559767
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559751
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559759
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559693
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559328
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559215
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559775
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559683
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John IRELAND (1879–1962)
Music for String Orchestra
Raphael Wallfisch, Cello
Orchestra of the Swan
David Curtis

John Ireland’s music is often a response to landscape and romantic sensitivities. 
With its significant musical clues, broad, songlike melodies and turbulent finale, 
the Sonata in G minor is one of his most expressive and passionate works. 
A Downland Suite is one of Ireland’s most attractive compositions, especially 
its exquisite Elegy and popular Minuet made familiar through its use in radio 
and television. Ireland’s evocative piano works lend themselves well to string 
orchestra arrangements. They include the exquisite miniature Soliloquy and In a 
May Morning, the second movement of Sarnia, inspired by spring on Guernsey.

Key Features
• Ireland’s Sonata in G minor has been a favorite of several notable cellists.  
 This arrangement with strings provides an extremely desirable alternative,  
 along with a fine program of numerous other arrangements. A Downland  
 Suite is, despite the past popularity of some individual movements, lamentably  
 scarce on record as a complete work. 
• Cellist Raphael Wallfisch is one of today’s leading soloists  
 and a musician with a particular affinity for British music, 
 The Strad acknowledging that “no living cellist has done more 
 to promote the British cello concerto than Raphael Wallfisch.”
• Formed in 1995 and making its Naxos debut with this release,  
 the Orchestra of the Swan is based in Shakespeare’s Stratford- 
 upon-Avon in the UK. Its Conductor and Artistic Director David Curtis 
 has a significant international presence, and is a tireless champion of  
 contemporary music.

Playing Time:
63:34

7 47313 13727 5

8.571372

Includes
World Première

Recordings

Companion Titles – British Music Society
8.571358 / 8.571359 / 8.571367 / 8.571368

Franz Anton HOFFMEISTER (1754–1812)
Duos for Violin and Cello, Op. 6
Ludwig van BEETHOVEN (1770–1827)
Duos for Clarinet and Bassoon, WoO 27 
(arr. for Violin and Cello)
John Mills, Violin
Bozidar Vukotic, Cello

Franz Anton Hoffmeister was active in Vienna both as a composer and a publisher, 
becoming closely associated with Mozart and including works by Beethoven 
amongst his editions. The combination of violin and cello had its appeal for the 
amateur market, though Hoffmeister’s Duos Op. 6 include plenty of technical 
challenges. Conjecturally dated to Beethoven’s final years as a young man in 
Bonn, the three refreshing and inventive Duos for Clarinet and Bassoon have 
appeared in numerous arrangements.

Key Features
•  Naxos has been raising Hoffmeister’s profile over recent years with popular  
 releases featuring his concertos (8.572738, 8.573040, and 8.572162), and  
 three volumes of his Piano Sonatas over on our Grand Piano label (GP666,  
 GP667 and GP668). Hoffmeister and Beethoven’s professional relationship  
 is well documented in their letters, and this coupling offers the pleasures of  
 comparison and contrast between contemporaries.
• John Mills and Bozidar Vokutic are members of  
 the Tippett Quartet, whose recording of quartets  
 by Miklós Rózsa (8.572903) were an American  
 Record Guide ‘Critic’s Choice’ and admired by  
 Fanfare for its “rhythmic precision, sheer beauty of  
 tone, idiomatic interpretation, and clarity of  
 recording.” 
• Beethoven’s three Duos for Clarinet and Bassoon can be found elsewhere  
 recorded in their original instrumentation, but both these violin and cello  
 arrangements by Friederich Hermann and the Duos Op. 6 by Hoffmeister are  
 genuine rarities.

Companion Titles – Franz Anton Hoffmeister, Composer 
8.572162 / 8.572187

Companion Titles – Ludwig van Beethoven, Composer 
8.572377 / 8.573400

Playing Time:
77:47

7 47313 35417 7

8.573541

John Mills Bozidar Vokutic
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Raphael Wallfisch

http://www.naxos.com/person/Raphael_Wallfisch/795.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Orchestra_of_the_Swan/145818.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/David_Curtis/163340.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571358
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571359
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571367
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571368
http://www.naxos.com/person/John_Mills_204820/204820.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Bozidar__Vukotic/125108.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572162
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572187
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572377
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573400
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Robert SCHUMANN (1810–1856)
Beethoven Studies 
Ghost Variations • Schubert Variations
Olivier Chauzu, Piano

Some of Robert Schumann’s rarest piano music can be heard in this disc, which 
ranges from his precocious Titania Overture arrangement to the Ghost Variations, 
the theme of which, he told his wife Clara, had been sung to him by angels. 
His Beethoven Studies survive in three sources, whilst his admiration for his 
contemporaries Schubert and Chopin is shown by two works containing a series 
of variations. The 1836 Third Sonata is included in the pre-1853 revision and also 
included is the original version of what became his very popular Toccata, Op. 7.

Key Features
• A sequence of largely rare, long-unpublished, or reconstructed works that  
 span Schumann’s compositional life.
• Charts almost the whole of his compositional life, from a boy of 12 to the year  
 of his mental breakdown.
• Includes the final Piano Sonata (No.3) which in its first edition was called the  
 Concerto sans orchestra. It’s very different from the work we  
 now know as the Sonata No. 3
• Fanfare wrote of pianist Olivier Chauzu in GP669, the piano  
 music of Gustave Samazeuilh: “He has a beautifully rounded 
 sound quality in even the loudest of passages and his technical  
 prowess is always in evidence.”

Touches and Traces
Piano Music by
Leonard BERNSTEIN (1918–90) 
TAN Dun (b. 1957)
Warren Lee, Piano

Both Leonard Bernstein and Chinese-born American composer Tan Dun have 
used the piano for collections of shorter and/or occasional pieces, along with 
larger works that were written to exploit particular aspects of piano technique. 
Bernstein’s piano output is mainly comprised of characterful, subtle miniatures 
written, over four decades, as groups of ‘anniversaries’. Touches was composed 
as a test piece for the 6th Van Cliburn International Piano Competition. Tan Dun’s 
piano music was composed at key junctures in his career and is both evocative 
and propulsive, Dew-Drop-Falls being one of his most intricate and ethereal 
sound pictures.

Key Features
• Highly unusual coupling of the two very different composers.
• Focus is on the piano, for which instrument neither composer is  
 particularly well-known.
• Bernstein’s piano works are either found on single discs or  
 coupled with other  American piano music of the 1940s/50s or  
 with the piano music of contemporaries such as Copland.
• Tan Dun is one of the most popular and high profile Chinese- 
 born composers of our times.
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Warren Lee

Companion Titles – Robert Schumann, Composer

8.550715 8.5730948.554275 8.573399

Companion Titles – 
Leonard Bernstein, Composer

Companion Titles – 
Tan Dun, Composer

8.559756 8.559742 8.570616 8.570608

http://www.naxos.com/person/Olivier_Chauzu/182248.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.550715
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.554275
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573094
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573399
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559756
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559742
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570616
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570608
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Histories
By Herodotus
Unabridged
Read by David Timson

In this, the first prose history in European civilisation, Herodotus describes the growth of the Persian 
Empire with force, authority and style. Perhaps most famously, the book tells the heroic tale of the 
Greeks’ resistance to the vast invading force assembled by Xerxes, King of Persia. Here are not 
only the great battles – Marathon, Thermopylae, Salamis – but also penetrating human insight and a 
powerful sense of destiny at work.

The Swiss Family Robinson
By Johann David Wyss
Abridged
Read by Jonathan Keeble

A classic tale of adventure and survival, The Swiss Family Robinson has been a bestseller ever since 
it was published in 1812, just over 200 years ago. Written by Swiss pastor Johann David Wyss, it 
begins with a shipwreck. A boat carrying a family of settlers to a distant colony is driven onto a reef just 
off an uncharted tropical island. The sailors desert the ship in lifeboats, leaving the family on board. 
They weather the storm, build a makeshift raft of empty casks and head for the island. Once on dry 
land, they set about exploring their new surroundings. Using their wits and ingenuity, they build a new 
life together and make many amazing discoveries…

Around the World in Eighty Days
By Jules Verne
Unabridged
Read by Bill Homewood

Undoubtedly one of the most celebrated tales of all time, this is both high-octane thriller and 
fascinating travelogue. Phileas Fogg, intrepid Victorian gentleman-about-town, accepts a wager that 
he cannot travel around the world in 80 days. Naturally, he immediately sets off, accompanied by his 
French manservant Passepartout. They are pursued by a police officer, Detective Fix, who is foolishly 
convinced that Fogg is a bank robber. Much hilarity ensues. On the way, Fogg bravely rescues Aouda, 
a beautiful Indian princess, from a ceremony of ritual sacrifice. Unexpectedly, our thriller becomes a 
love story.

9 781843 799481

ISBN 978-1-84379-948-1

9 781843 799467

ISBN 978-1-84379-946-7

9 781843 799726

ISBN 978-1-84379-972-6

NA0225 • 23-CDs
Playing Time: 28.5 Hours

NA0224 • 4-CDs
Playing Time: 5 Hours 

NA0231 • 6-CDs
Playing Time: 7.5 Hours 

NEW RELEASES FROM NAXOS AUDIOBOOKS

Companion Titles – Non-Fiction Series

NA0125 NA0038NA208312 NA224812

Companion Titles – Junior Classics

NA0045 NA0189NA0219 NA223512

Companion Titles – Bill Homewood, Narrator

NA0119 NA0159NA0029 NAB39812

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0125
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA208312
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0038
http://www.naxosaudiobooks.com/224812.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0045
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0219
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0189
http://www.naxosaudiobooks.com/223512.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0119
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0029
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