
The World’s Leading Classical Music Label

NOVEMBER 2016

NEW ON NAXOS

© 2016 Naxos Rights US, Inc. • Contact Us: Customer.Service@naxos.com
www.naxos.com • www.classicsonline.com • www.naxosmusiclibrary.com • blog.naxos.com

This Month’s Other Highlights

mailto:customer.service@naxos.com
www.naxos.com
www.classicsonline.com
www.naxosmusiclibrary.com
blog.naxos.com


Richard WAGNER (1813–1883)
Die Walküre (The Valkyries)
Matthias Goerne, Wotan (Baritone)
Michelle DeYoung, Fricka (Mezzo-Soprano)
Stuart Skelton, Siegmund (Tenor)
Heidi Melton, Sieglinde (Soprano)
Petra Lang, Brünnhilde (Soprano)
Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra
Jaap van Zweden, Conductor

Comprising four separate operas, Der Ring des Nibelungen (The 
Ring of the Nibelung) is one of the supreme works in the history of 
music. Part II of the tetralogy, Die Walküre, centres on the young 
lovers Siegmund and Sieglinde, whose relationship angers Fricka, 
goddess of marriage, and on the disobedience of the Valkyrie 
Brünnhilde who is sent to carry out Fricka’s wishes. Performed by an 
all-star international cast, the work features thrilling set-pieces such 
as Wotan’s Farewell and the Ride of the Valkyries. The Prologue, 
Das Rheingold, can be heard on Naxos 8.660374-75, selected as 
‘Album of the Week’ by The Sunday Times of London, which praised 
its ‘thrilling sense of drama’.

Key Features
● Das Rheingold was hailed as ‘Album of the Week’ by The 

Sunday Times of London, which praised its “thrilling sense of 
drama.” BBC Music Magazine wrote that “Van Zweden conducts 
with an easy sweep that would carry one along in the opera 
house, drawing some splendid sound from the orchestra…”

● Gramophone wrote: “Matthias Goerne sings Wotan beautifully, 
with much baritonal sophistication, predictable (from an 
experienced Lieder recitalist) care for words and able negotiation 
of trickier moments…”

● All-star international cast with Stuart Skelton as Siegmund, who 
won the 2014 International Opera Awards for Best Male Singer, 
and was selected as one of the 20 Greatest Wagner Singers of all 
Time by Australia’s Limelight magazine.

● Matthias Goerne as Wotan is a supreme interpreter of song and 
has appeared on opera stages since his Salzburg debut in 1997.

● Michelle DeYoung is a multi-GRAMMY® Award-winner and a 
regular performer at the Met in New York.
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8.660394-97
4 CDs

Playing Time
3:56:32

Supplementary Promotional Materials
● Key Release Kit
● Video Trailers
● Facebook cover and post

Jaap van Zweden has been Music Director of the Hong Kong 
Philharmonic since 2012, and is also Music Director of the Dallas 
Symphony, Honorary Chief Conductor of the Netherlands Radio 
Philharmonic and Conductor Emeritus of the Radio Chamber 
Philharmonic. His recording activities have included the complete 
Beethoven, Brahms and Bruckner symphonies, and his Wagner 
repertoire – in addition to the Ring cycle – features Lohengrin, Parsifal 
and Tristan und Isolde. By 2018 he will assume the rôle of Music 
Director for the New York Philharmonic.

Jaap van Zweden

Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra

ALSO AVAILABLE:

NBD0051
Die Walküre

Audio format: Blu-ray Audio
Sound format: 24-bit, 96 kHz PCM

7 30099 00516 6
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http://www.naxos.com/person/Stuart_Skelton/5438.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Matthias_Goerne/7115.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Michelle_DeYoung/36170.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Jaap_van_Zweden/37732.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Hong_Kong_Philharmonic_Orchestra/35634.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Hong_Kong_Philharmonic_Orchestra/35634.htm
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Part 4
Götterdämmerung

Recording Dates: 
18 & 21 January 2018
Anticipated Release: 

November 2018

8.660374-75 • NBD0049 [Blu-ray Audio]

“The quality of the orchestral playing is remarkable. The cast is 
uniformly strong, and the audio quality is superb.”
– ClassicalCDReview.com

  

Next in the Ring Cycle

Part 3
Siegfried

Recording Dates:
19 & 22 January 2017
Anticipated Release:

November 2017
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Das Rheingold garners great reviews

About Matthias Goerne
Matthias Goerne has appeared on the world’s principal opera stages, including the Royal 
Opera House, Teatro Real Madrid, Paris National Opera, Vienna State Opera and the 
Metropolitan Opera. His artistry has been documented on numerous recordings, many of 
which have received prestigious awards including four GRAMMY® nominations, an ICMA 
award, and the Diapason d’or Arte.

About Michelle DeYoung
Mezzo-soprano Michelle DeYoung is a multi-GRAMMY® Award-winning recording 
artist whose discography includes Mahler’s Kindertotenlieder, Das klagende Lied and 
Symphonies Nos. 2 and 3, Berlioz’s Les Troyens and Bartók’s Bluebeard’s Castle. Her 
many rôles include Fricka, Sieglinde, Kundry, Waltraute and Venus, Amneris, Eboli, and the 
title rôle in Samson et Dalilah.

About Stuart Skelton
Stuart Skelton is acknowledged as one of the finest heldentenors of his generation, being 
critically acclaimed for his outstanding musicianship, tonal beauty and intensely dramatic 
portrayals. His rôles include the title rôles in Lohengrin, Rienzi, Parsifal, and Peter Grimes, as 
well as Florestan in Fidelio, and Siegmund in Die Walküre among others.

About Heidi Melton
Heidi Melton has been described as “the Wagnerian voice we have been waiting for 
since Flagstad and Nilsson”, and has sung the rôle of Sieglinde at the Deutsche Opera, 
the Palau de les Arts Reina Sofía, and the Canadian Opera Company. She has sung 
Brünnhilde with the Opéra National de Bordeaux and the Third Norn in the Metropolitan 
Opera production of The Ring.

About Petra Lang
Soprano Petra Lang is known for her outstanding interpretation of roles such as Brünnhilde 
(Der Ring des Nibelungen), Ortrud (Lohengrin), and Brangäne (Tristan und Isolde) among 
others. She has won numerous awards including two GRAMMY® Awards for her Cassandre 
on the LSO’s live recording of Berlioz’ Les Troyens.

http://www.naxos.com/person/Matthias_Goerne/7115.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Michelle_DeYoung/36170.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Stuart_Skelton/5438.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Petra_Lang/47856.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660374-75
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NBD0049


ALSO AVAILABLE:

NBD0052-54

Playing Time: 9 hr 25 min
Picture Format: NTSC 16:9
Sound Format: Dolby Digital 5.1, 
Dolby Digital 2.0 / DTS 5.1
Region Code: A, B, C
Subtitles: EN, IT, FR, DE, ES, KR
No. of discs: 3 (BD 50)

3 Live Films

Giuseppe VERDI (1813–1901)
Rigoletto in Mantua (2010)
Plácido Domingo, Rigoletto (Tenor)
Julia Novikova, Gilda (Soprano)
Vittorio Grigolo, Duca di Mantova (Tenor)
Ruggero Raimondi, Sparafucile (Bass-Baritone)
Nino Surguladze, Maddalena (Mezzo-Soprano)
Marco Bellocchio, Director

La traviata in Paris (2000)
Eteri Gvazava, Violetta Valéry (Soprano)
José Cura, Alfredo Germont (Tenor)
Rolando Panerai, Giorgio Germont (Baritone)
Giuseppe Patroni Griffi, Director

Giacomo PUCCINI (1858–1924)
Tosca in Rome (1992)
Catherine Malfitano, Floria Tosca (Soprano)
Plácido Domingo, Mario Cavaradossi (Tenor)
Ruggero Raimondi, Baron Scarpia (Bass-Baritone)
Giuseppe Patroni Griffi, Director
Orchestra Sinfonica Nazionale della RAI
Zubin Mehta, Conductor
Vittorio Storato, Cinematographer
Andrea Andermann, Producer

©
 L

os
 A

ng
el

es
 O

pe
ra

 

©
  C

ha
d 

Ba
tk

a

Plácido Domingo Ruggero Raimondi

NEW ON NAXOS  |  NOVEMBER 2016

4

7 47313 53745 7

2.110374-77 • 4 DVDs
Playing Time: 9 hr 25 min

2.110225-26 2.1102662.110270 2.110258

Zubin Mehta

Key Features
● Three milestone, award-winning productions of audiovisual 

opera film.
● Top cast, including Plácido Domingo, Julia Novikova, Vittorio 

Grigolo, Ruggero Raimondi, Catherine Malfitano, José Cura, 
and Eteri Gvazava.

● Live broadcast in 148 countries.
● Sumptuously presented in luxurious box, including 160-page 

hard cover book.

Supplemental Promotional Materials
● Key Release Kit
● Facebook cover and post

7 30099 00526 5

Companion Titles – Opera Classics Series
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http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=2.110225-26
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=2.110266
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=2.110270
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=2.110258
http://www.naxos.com/person/Placido_Domingo/4522.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Julia_Novikova/194444.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Vittorio_Grigolo/40750.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Vittorio_Grigolo/40750.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Ruggero_Raimondi/1892.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Catherine_Malfitano/53234.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Jose_Cura/4516.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Eteri_Gvazava/7219.htm
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8.660377 Playing Time
54:00

Opera Lafayette is an American period instrument ensemble 
that specialises in French repertoire, rediscovers masterpieces, 
and creates a recorded legacy of its work. Founded in 1995 in 
Washington, DC, by Conductor and Artistic Director Ryan Brown, 
Opera Lafayette has earned critical acclaim and a loyal following for its 
performances and recordings with international singers renowned for 
their interpretations of baroque and classical operas. The company’s 
discography on the Naxos label includes Gluck’s Orphée et Euridice 
(2005), Sacchini’s Œdipe à Colone (2006), Rameau Operatic Arias 
(2007), Lully’s Armide (2008), Monsigny’s Le Déserteur (2010), 
Félicien David’s Lalla Roukh (2014), Philidor’s Les Femmes Vengées 
(2015), and now Grétry’s L’épreuve villageoise (2016).

8.660209-10 8.6603538.660305 8.660322

Ryan Brown

Opera Lafayette Orchestra

Companion Titles – Ryan Brown and the Opera Lafayette

World Première
Recording

L’épreuve villageoise
An opéra bouffon in two acts
Libretto by Pierre Desforges
Sophie Junker, Talise Trevigne, Sopranos
Francisco Fernández-Rueda, Tenor
Thomas Dolié, Baritone
Opera Lafayette
Ryan Brown

L’épreuve villageoise (The Village Trial) – which, in its original form 
as Théodore et Paulin, was first performed before Marie Antoinette 
at Versailles – was one of André-Ernest-Modeste Grétry’s most 
popular works. For a century after its 1784 première it enjoyed huge 
acclaim across Europe and even travelled to the New World, where it 
captivated audiences in New York. Grétry was a master of eighteenth-
century opéra comique and this crisp and lively farce centres on a 
clever farmer’s daughter and her two competing suitors. Employing 
divergent stylistic registers – finesse and naiveté, music reminiscent 
of popular song, and extended ensembles – Grétry fashioned a score 
of sophisticated wit and huge charm.

Key Features:
● L’épreuve villageoise is one of Grétry’s most popular works, which 

was heard on stages for a century after its premiere.
● Ryan Brown and Opera Lafayette are probably the world’s 

leading exponents of this period and style on disc, and are in the 
vanguard of the modern revival of French comic opera, of which 
Grétry is one of the great exponents.

● Conductor Ryan Brown and Opera Lafayette have excelled 
for Naxos before, recording Grétry’s contemporary Philidor’s 
Les Femmes Vengées on 8.660353 (American Record Guide 
wrote: ‘The singers are a finely matched set, blending well in the 
frequent ensembles, with enough individuality in their solo forays. 
The orchestra is a delight too.’), and the same composer’s 
Tom Jones on 8.660274 (‘witty, authentic interpretation’ wrote 
American Record Guide).

Supplemental Promotional Materials
● Key Release Kit
● Artist Profile
●	 Facebook cover and post

André-Ernest-Modeste GRÉTRY (1741–1813) ©
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“I commend both Ryan Brown for his superb musical direction and 
the foresight of Naxos to record this. Bravo, one and all!”

– Fanfare (on 8.660305)

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660209-10
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660353
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660305
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660322
http://www.naxos.com/person/Opera_Lafayette_Orchestra/34594.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Ryan_Brown/31949.htm


CHRISTMAS WITH SEPTURA
J.S. BACH • HANDEL
RACHMANINOV • WARLOCK
Septura

Brass instruments are almost a Christmas cliché: synonymous with 
the celebration, but perhaps not with the wealth of great music that 
it has inspired. Septura sets out to rectify this, re-imagining for brass 
septet the Christmas offerings of the greatest composers of the past 
450 years. Pushing the combinations and colours of the septet to the 
limits, the result is a virtuosic and varied selection of festive favourites.

Key Features
● Septura has been admired in their recordings for “noble 

performances” (Gramophone on volume 1, 8.573314), their 
“stunningly virtuosic set of new Baroque works for brass” (volume 
2, 8.573386), “deliciously witty… full of contrast… poetic” (The 
Guardian on volume 3, 8.573475), and “an overwhelming sense of 
sincerity present in both the skilfully crafted new arrangements… 
and the execution of performance” (Brass Band World on volume 
4, 8.573526).

● These arrangements give even the most ubiquitously familiar 
tunes a timeless quality – with something like Franz Xaver 
Gruber’s famous Stille Nacht emerging as a subtle exploration 
of changing sonorities using mutes and various settings between 
the verses.

Supplementary Promotional Materials
● Sales Sheet
● Video Trailer
● Artist Profile
● Facebook cover and post

Septura brings together London’s leading players to redefine brass 
chamber music through the uniquely expressive sound of the brass 
septet. Currently Ensemble in Residence at the Royal Academy of 
Music in London, the group is recording a series of discs for Naxos 
Records, each focused on a particular period, genre and set of 
composers, creating a ‘counter-factual history’ of brass chamber 
music. Weaving this ever-increasing repertoire into captivating live 
events, Septura is gaining a reputation for engaging audiences 
with innovative and imaginative programming, built around strong 
concepts and themes.
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8.573719 Playing Time
64:15

8.573386 8.5735268.573314 8.573475

Septura

Companion Titles – Septura
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SCHÜTZ, H.: Das Wort ward Fleisch
BACH, J.S.: Christmas Suite
DARKE, H.: In the Bleak Midwinter
PRAETORIUS, M.: Es ist ein Ros entsprungen
BRAHMS, J.: Eleven Chorale Preludes, 
 Op. 122: Es ist ein Ros entsprungen
TCHAIKOVSKY, P.I.: The Crown of Roses
LEONTOVYCH, M.: Carol of the Bells
WARLOCK, P.: Christmas Medley
PALESTRINA, G.P. da: Canite tuba
PARSONS, R.: Ave Maria
RACHMANINOV, S.: Vespers, Op. 37 (excerpts) 
CORNELIUS, P.: The Three Kings
HANDEL, G.F.: Messiah, HWV 56 (excerpts)
GRUBER, F.X.: Stille Nacht

http://www.naxos.com/person/Septura/219249.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573386
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573526
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573314
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573475


James WHITBOURN (b. 1963)
Carolae
Music for Christmas
Eric Rieger, Tenor
Daryl Robinson, Organ
Westminster Williamson Voices
James Jordan

James Whitbourn is a GRAMMY® nominated composer whose music 
is internationally admired for its direct connection with performers 
and audiences, The Observer describing him as ‘a truly original 
communicator in modern British choral music’. Carolae is a fusion of 
two great American and English Christmas traditions, with the Missa 
carolae at its heart. Whitbourn’s love of medieval musical language is 
shown through his crafting of original melody and skilful arrangements 
of seasonal favourites.

Key Features
● The music of James Whitbourn is a well-established part of the 

Naxos catalogue, and this Christmas release will be an attractive 
prospect for fans of choral music looking for a fresh approach 
to the traditional music of the season. The album Luminosity 
(8.572103) was considered “striking… [with a] glowingly 
committed performance” by BBC Music Magazine and admired by 
American Record Guide for “Whitbourn’s ability to add something 
new…” and his “flair for rhythm.” Still greater acclaim has been 
given to his Son of God Mass (8.572737), with ClassicsToday.
com giving it a 10/10 score as a “gem, a masterpiece, a work that 
compels you to listen in a new way”, and Gramophone summing 
it up as “strikingly beautiful.”

● Renowned American tenor Eric Rieger has performed under 
such conductors as John Elliot Gardner, Stefano Ranzani, Franz 
Welser-Möst, and Robert Shaw, and has sung leading roles with 
opera companies throughout Europe and beyond.

● Organist Daryl Robinson has earned critical acclaim as a solo 
and collaborative artist, praised for his innovative programming, 
compelling performances, and unique depth of interpretative skill.  
He was winner of both First Prize and Audience Prize at the 2012 
American Guild of Organists National Young Artist Competition.
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8.573715 Playing Time
67:02

Supplementary Promotional Materials
● Sales Sheet
● Facebook cover and post

The GRAMMY® nominated Westminster Williamson Voices, 
named after the founder of Westminster Choir College, John Finley 
Williamson, is lauded by reviewers and audiences on both sides 
of the Atlantic. Founded by James Jordan in 2003, the ensemble 
has quickly distinguished itself in the choral world for its distinctive 
artistry and compelling sound, recordings, educational outreach 
and its passionate mission to perform new music and forge close 
relationships with composers. It received a GRAMMY® nomination for 
its recording of Annelies by James Whitbourn in 2013.

8.573260 8.5730308.557585 8.573421

James Jordan

Westminster Williamson Voices

Companion Titles – Christmas Choral Classics

INCLUDES 
WORLD PREMIÈRE

RECORDINGS
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http://www.naxos.com/person/James_Whitbourn/97375.htm
http://www.ericrieger.4t.com/
http://www.darylrobinson.com/
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573260
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573030
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557585
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573421
http://www.naxos.com/person/Westminster_Williamson_Voices/147869.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/James_Jordan/147872.htm


‘My First’ Christmas Album
Various Artists

Can you imagine Christmas without music? No singing, no jingling. Only Scrooge 
would be happy with that! It is a time for music to fill the air. Part of the fun is 
hearing things that are only played at Christmas and at no other time of year – 
carols that make you think of the end of term, or the holidays, or bobble hats; 
songs that make you think of food, or snow, or stockings. Here are some of the 
most popular carols, as well as some other surprises… Merry Christmas!

Includes excerpts from:
Once in royal David's city • Sleighride to Thredbo • We three kings of Orient are • 
Sans Day Carol • Winter Wonderland • The holly and the ivy • For unto us a Child 
is born • Esta bella noche • Christmas Concerto • King Jesus hath a garden • This 
Little Babe • In the bleak midwinter • Good King Wenceslas • Jingle Bells • Carol 
of the Bells • Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy • Tomorrow shall be my dancing 
day • Gaudete Christus est natus • Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer • Away in 
a manger • Hurrying to Bethlehem • Kun Joulu on • Silent Night • Noël: Vous qui 
désirez sans fin • A maiden most gentle • Wassail Song • Russian Dance (Trepak) 
• Unto us is born a Son • Ding dong merrily on high • Rocking

Supplementary Promotional Materials
•	 Sales Sheet
•	 Facebook cover and post

Playing Time:
75:46

8.578340 Companion Titles – Classics for Children

8.509003 8.555342 8.554170 8.570331
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Wolfgang Amadeus MOZART (1756–1791)
Violin Concertos Nos. 3, 4 and 5
Adagio in E major, K. 261
All Cadenzas written by Henning Kraggerud
Henning Kraggerud, Violin
Norwegian Chamber Orchestra

Despite the limitations of life in his Salzburg birthplace – and the patronage 
of a new and somewhat unsympathetic Prince-Archbishop – opportunities 
nevertheless presented themselves to Mozart. Following a commission for Il re 
pastore in 1775, he wrote a sequence of violin concertos that reveal his own 
performer’s understanding of the instrument. The concertos are suffused with 
elegance, vivacity and wit. Mozart’s mastery of solo violin cantilena is matched by 
prodigious melodic invention and moments of exotic colour, such as the Turkish 
episode in the Rondeau finale of K. 219.

Key Features

7 47313 53685 6

Picture format: NTSC 16:9
Sound format: PCM Stereo, 

DTS 5.0
Region code: 0 (worldwide)

Languages: NO, EN

•	 These are filmed live performances recorded at Akershus Castle Church, 
Oslo on the final day of the sessions for the CD 8.573513. The DVD, unlike 
the corresponding CD, includes the Adagio in E, K.261.

•	 Of the CD The Guardian wrote: “Here’s a Naxos recording of standard 
classical repertoire that would make any full-price label proud. The 
performances are light and energetic. Kraggerud’s tone is eloquent and 
beautiful, marrying richness in the low notes with sweetness at the top, and 
he plays his own long, sparky cadenzas.”

•	 Gramophone wrote of the CD: “The sound and balance are ideal, with the 
soloist integrated fully within the orchestral picture, just as he should be.”

•	 Henning Kraggerud has a raft of well-regarded discs on Naxos so they 
can be promoted – Sibelius Violin Concerto (8.557266), works by Christian 
Sinding (8.572254 and 8.572255) and Grieg (8.573137).

Companion Titles – Henning Kraggerud, Violin
8.573513 / 8.572258 / 8.573137 / 2.110353

2.110368 • 1 DVD9
PlayingTime: 97:33

NEW

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.555342
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.554170
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570331
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.509003
http://www.naxos.com/person/Henning_Kraggerud/401.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573513
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572258
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573137
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=2.110353


Ralph VAUGHAN WILLIAMS (1872–1958)
The Lark Ascending1

Suite of Six Short Pieces*2

The Solent • Fantasia2

Jennifer Pike, Violin1

Sina Kloke, Piano2

Chamber Orchestra of New York
Salvatore Di Vittorio

*WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDING

Vaughan Williams withdrew or destroyed many works from his earliest period, 
but he considered The Solent, with its haunting opening and luminous polyphonic 
textures, as among his ‘most important works’. The Fantasia is his earliest known 
piece for solo instrument with orchestra and contains some of his most bravura 
writing, contrasting with the graceful geniality of the Suite. Depicting a sublimely 
pastoral scene and now one of the best loved pieces ever written, Vaughan 
Williams called The Lark Ascending a ‘romance’, a term reserved for his most 
profoundly lyrical works.

Key Features

Playing Time:
62:25

7 47313 35307 1

8.573530 

Companion Titles –  Salvatore di Vittorio and 
the Chamber Orchestra of New York

8.572333 8.572332 8.573168
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•	 This release presents the world première recording of Vaughan Williams’ 
Suite of Six Short Pieces for Piano, and only the second recording of first 
editions of rediscovered early works.

•	 Salvatore Di Vittorio has achieved international recognition as 
both a composer and conductor. His recording of Respighi’s The 
Birds (Naxos 8.573168) with the Chamber Orchestra of New 
York received wide critical acclaim, remarked as “an amazing 
achievement” by ClassicsToday.com. ©
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•	 The Naxos catalog has Brahms as a conspicuous presence in both his 
symphonic and chamber works, but this is the first time we have embarked 
on a set of his complete piano quartets. This first volume will be followed 
by a second release with the same artists in February 2017, cat. 8.572799.

•	 There are of course numerous recordings of these works, though 
they have received less attention than Brahms’s three Piano 
Trios. Our recordings have the acclaimed and award-winning 
pianist Eldar Nebolsin at their center. His numerous highly-
regarded recordings for Naxos include Liszt’s Piano Concertos 
and the Totentanz (8.570517), which earned top place on the 
Naxos Bestsellers’ Digital Platform for six consecutive months. 
His recording of Chopin’s First Piano Concerto (8.572335) was 
also highly recommended by Gramophone: “Nebolsin, after his 
superb recording of the Liszt concertos, proves himself a scintillating and 
persuasive Chopinist, alive to every detail and, indeed, subtly highlighting a 
few that are generally ignored…”

Johannes BRAHMS (1833–1897)
Piano Quartets Nos. 1 and 3
Eldar Nebolsin, Piano
Anton Barakhovsky, Violin
Alexander Zemtsov, Viola
Wolfgang Emanuel Schmidt, Cello

Johannes Brahms is considered Beethoven’s successor in terms of his orchestral 
output, but for chamber music it was more the Romantic mantle of Robert 
Schumann that he assumed, vastly expanding its scale and ambitions in the 
19th century and remaining a towering influence until well into the 20th. The First 
Piano Quartet has a deeply felt Andante con moto at its heart, and a sprightly 
‘Gypsy Rondo’ finale. Brahms started writing the Third Piano Quartet during the 
difficult period of Schumann’s final illness, later re-composing it to create a work 
of symphonic proportions, distinctive power and striking beauty.

Key Features

Playing Time:
73:32

7 47313 27987 6

8.572798 

Companion Titles – Johannes Brahms, Composer

8.573489 8.573433 8.570827 8.554601
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This recording also brings together a fine team of soloists. 
Violinist Jennifer Pike is renowned for her “dazzling 
interpretative flair and exemplary technique” (Classic FM), and 
award-winning pianist Sina Kloke is appreciated for her subtle 
sensitivity, her bright artistry and exemplary technique, 
performing as soloist and chamber music partner at renowned 
festivals and stages worldwide.

•

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572333
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572332
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573168
http://www.naxos.com/person/Salvatore_Di_Vittorio/125643.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Chamber_Orchestra_of_New_York/49383.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Chamber_Orchestra_of_New_York/49383.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Eldar_Nebolsin/47312.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573489
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573433
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570827
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.554601
http://www.jenniferpike.com/
http://www.sina-kloke.com/
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•	 Bernard Herrmann’s most famous music is for films – notably the Hitchcock 
movies (including Psycho) and modern score like Taxi Driver.

•	 Clarinetist Michel Lethiec has recorded for Naxos before. Of 
his Penderecki disc (8.557052) MusicWeb International wrote: 
“Michel Lethiec had hinted at his abilities in the Sextet; here 
they are displayed in all their glory…Memorable…There is much 
rewarding listening here. Recommended.” He has also recorded 
Gershwin for Naxos (8.570939).

•	 The Fine Arts Quartet record regularly for Naxos and are internationally 
admired artists – of them The Strad, the world’s premier strings journal 
wrote: “A skilfully crafted and beautiful four-movement score (Kreisler’s 
String Quartet in A Minor) brought vividly to life by the Fine Arts Quartet, 
which, through its liberal use of vibrato, enhances the warmth on which the 
music thrives…This disc is a real discovery that I can recommend without 
reservation.” (8.572559).

Bernard HERMANN (1911–1975)
Souvenirs de voyage

David DEL TREDICI (b. 1937)
Magyar Madness*

Michel Lethiec, Clarinet • Fine Arts Quartet

*WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDING

“When I first became acquainted with the scores of Bernard Herrmann’s Souvenirs 
de voyage and David Del Tredici’s Magyar Madness, I was struck by how much 
these seductive quintets had in common, despite being completely different in 
mood and style. Both of these compelling works were written for string quartet 
plus clarinet by distinguished American composers who were pioneers in the 
Neo-Romantic movement, and both wistfully evoke the spirit of diverse European 
cultures. They seemed to be the ideal, odd couple. And Magyar Madness would be 
a world première release, to boot, so I felt they just had to be recorded together.”

– Ralph Evans, Fine Arts Quartet
Key Features

Playing Time:
69:02

6 36943 97962 4

8.559796 

Companion Titles – 
Michel Lethiec, Clarinet

Companion Titles – 
Fine Arts Quartet

Companion Titles – Romantic Piano Concertos Series
8.573307 [NEW ribbon] / 8.553701 / 8.554020 / 8.557552

8.557052 8.5593548.570939 8.572559
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Bruce ADOLPHE (b. 1955)
Piano Music
Chopin Dreams*
Seven Thoughts Considered as Music* • Piano Puzzlers
Carlo Grante, Piano

*WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDING

Composer, educator, performer and author Bruce Adolphe has a close affinity with 
the piano, and he acknowledges the transformative influence of Chopin on the 
way the instrument has been perceived up until the present day. Chopin Dreams 
places the Romantic master firmly into modern times, building on his models 
and imagining him as a jazz pianist or exploring what he might have played at 
a bar mitzvah. The Piano Puzzlers take Chopin’s style and mix it into what Dick 
Hyman has called ‘the wittiest and funniest musical parodies imaginable.’ Seven 
Thoughts Considered as Music are deeply personal and philosophical musical 
reactions to inspirational thoughts by the great minds of Emerson, Kafka, Rilke, 
Chief Seattle, Novalis, Heraclitus, and Shankara.

Key Features

Playing Time:
63:36

6 36943 98052 1

8.559805 

•	 Bruce Adolphe’s work has appeared on labels such as New World Records, 
Delos and Telarc, and his Naxos release of Ladino Songs of Love and 
Suffering and Mikhoels the Wise (8.559413) has hauntingly memorable 
performances, including the Seattle Symphony conducted by Gerard 
Schwarz.

•	 Carlo Grante is one of Europe’s foremost concert pianists, 
performing widely in the best venues throughout Europe and 
the US. Though best known for performances and recordings 
of Scarlatti, Mozart, Chopin, Schumann, Liszt, Busoni, Debussy 
and Godowsky, Grante has had many contemporary works 
dedicated to him by Roman Vlad, Michael Finnissy and Bruce 
Adolphe and others. In 2015 the New York Met’s Principal Conductor Fabio 
Luisi wrote that “Carlo Grante is one of the most astonishing artists I have 
ever known and worked with.” The principal critic of Vienna’s Die Presse 
called him “a knight of the piano, without blemish and without fear.”

Companion Titles – American Solo Piano Music

8.559285 8.559787 8.559669 8.559680
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http://www.naxos.com/person/Michel_Lethiec/4084.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Fine_Arts_Quartet/33453.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557052
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559354
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570939
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572559
http://www.naxos.com/person/Bruce_Adolphe/24428.htm
http://www.carlogrante.com/
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.555500
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559285
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559787
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559669
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559680
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•	 José Luis Greco is a New Yorker working in Madrid having 
spent formative years in Amsterdam. He has a fascinating and 
eclectic background – a dancer with the New York City Ballet, 
an actor on Broadway, and creator and director of multimedia 
performances combining dance, theater and music.

•	 Blanco y Negro Cultural (Spain) wrote of him; “José Luis Greco 
is a wonder of versatility: actor, dancer and composer capable of cultivating 
the most diverse genres (from ballet to opera, from children's music to 
abstract forms). The brilliance and precision of his orchestration owes a lot 
to his North American musical training. His eclecticism, his skill with collage-
technique, his gifts when it comes to creating any kind of music, are his strong 
points… his music has vitality, sincerity and shows no trace of pedantry.”

•	 Grigory Smirnov is a pianist and composer whose 
music has been performed in leading concert halls – from 
Lincoln Center, Tanglewood, and Merkin Concert Hall to 
Copenhagen and Moscow. He currently teaches at Rutgers 
University in New Jersey.

•	 Tenor Martin Bakari, who sings the Dowson Songs, 
premièred the work in NYC April 2014. Opera News 
praised him as “vocally charismatic” and possessing “a 
golden tenor.”

•	 Russian-born cellist Adrian Daurov premièred Chaconne at the same 
concert as the première of the Dowson Songs.

•	 Pianist Konstantine Valianatos is part of the Olympus Piano Trio; New York 
Concert Review Inc. wrote of their “gifts of immense musical talent.”

José Luis GRECO (b. 1953)
Geografías del silencio1

In Passing2 • Swallow3

Off with its Head!4

Duncan Gifford, Piano1

Jan Kouwenhoven, Oboe/English horn2

Peter Brunt, Violin2

Arjen Uitenbogaard, Cello2

Ellen Corver, Piano2

Netherlands Wind Ensemble3

Enigma Ensemble4 • Klaus Simon4

Czech National Symphony Orchestra1 • Adrian Leaper1

American-born but of Spanish descent, José Luis Greco enjoys a wide-ranging 
career. His music embraces traditional and eclectic contemporary elements, 
and his interests in pop, rock and jazz have been enriched by the creation of 
multimedia performances. Geografías del silencio illustrates the quality of silence 
via ‘a quest in which melancholy and dream states are mingled.’ Greco is the 
son of dancers and In Passing demonstrates his vivid choreographic imagination. 
Avian memories permeate the beautiful Swallow and kaleidoscopic childhood 
impressions surface in Off with its Head!

Grigory SMIRNOV (b. 1982)
Dowson Songs1

Chaconne2

Martin Bakari, Tenor1

Adrian Daurov, Cello2

Konstantine Valianatos, Piano

The distinguished Russian-born composer Grigory Smirnov is, in the words of 
fellow composer John Corigliano, “an exceptionally talented composer with a 
unique voice”. His works are powerful and timeless, and not beholden to any 
particular stylistic affiliations. Dowson Songs comprises ten poems by the English 
Victorian poet Ernest Dowson which Smirnov has organised into a musical 
narrative exploring, with great richness, the transformative evolution of the poet’s 
love. In Chaconne, for cello and piano, Smirnov cleverly manages to dissolve the 
borders between melody and harmony whilst following Baroque ideas.

Key Features

Playing Time:
70:42

Playing Time:
60:55

6 36943 98162 7

7 47313 90067 1

8.559816 

8.579006 

Companion Titles – 21st Century Vocal Music

Companion Titles – American Classics Series

8.559815

8.559792

8.559783

8.559803

8.660356

8.559798

8.559331

8.559794
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http://www.grecomusica.com/
http://www.naxos.com/person/Gregory_Smernov/105295.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Martin_Bakari/239688.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Adrian_Daurov/261836.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559792
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559792
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559783
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559803
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660356
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559798
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559331
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559794
http://www.grigorysmirnov.com/
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•	 Violinist Eva Léon is one of the most successful Spanish violinists 
of her generation. She has won major Spanish violin competitions 
and several international competitions, including top prize at 
the Michelangelo Abbado International Violin Competition and 
Laureate at the Maria Canals International Violin Competition. In 
2006 she won the 33rd Artists International Début Award in New York, which 
led to her début at Carnegie Hall. 

•	 Eva León’s recording of the complete violin works of Xavier Montsalvatge 
(Naxos Spanish Classics 8.572621) has been warmly welcomed, with 
Fanfare declaring that “Léon reveals herself as a remarkable artist who 
simply uses the violin to communicate the feelings of the music. She is 
simply a remarkable talent. …this is a gem of a disc.”

•	 Pianist Olga Vinokur is an acclaimed and dynamic performer on the classical 
and contemporary music scene who is gaining recognition for “the strength 
and consistency of her artistry” (NY Times). Her recordings include chamber 
music by Sergey Taneyev on the Supraphon label, described as “fascinating 
... played with such sensitivity and thought” by The Telegraph.

Joaquín RODRIGO (1901–1999)
Chamber Music with Violin
Eva Léon, Violin
Virginia Luque, Guitar
Olga Vinokur, Piano

Joaquín Rodrigo is best known for his Concierto de Aranjuez (Naxos 8.555841), 
but the fame of this great work has eclipsed a prolific output of almost 200 works 
including the rarely heard and profoundly original works for violin that span 
almost his entire life as a composer. The timelessly beautiful Adagio from the 
Sonata pimpante is indeed comparable to that of the Concierto de Aranjuez, and 
all of these pieces are captivating in their intense lyricism and originality, from 
Rodrigo’s only piece for solo violin, the Capriccio, to the vivacious and nostalgic 
Set cançons valencianes.

Key Features

Playing Time:
56:14

7 47313 26487 2

8.572648 

Companion Titles – Spanish Classics Series

8.572621 8.570402 8.557272 8.573548
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Picture format: NTSC 16:9
Sound format: PCM Stereo, DTS 5.0
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Languages: NO, EN
No. of discs: 1 (DVD9)

Heitor VILLA-LOBOS (1887–1959)
Complete Guitar Manuscripts
Andrea Bissoli, Guitar
Minas Gerais Philharmonic Orchestra
Fabio Mechetti

Award-winning Italian guitarist Andrea Bissoli has made a significant contribution 
to Villa-Lobos’ status as a composer for the guitar, both through his extensive and 
ground-breaking research, and his musicianship, characterised by MusicWeb 
International as “a hot spring of bubbling energy and rejuvenating zest”. This set 
includes both the rare and the recently discovered (some works long assumed 
to be lost), as well as Bissoli’s completion of the unfinished Valsa Concerto No. 2 
and his ‘folk ensemble’ instrumentation of fourteen songs from the Guia prático. 
Bissoli also performs the Concerto written for the legendary Segovia.

The Italian guitarist Andrea Bissoli had his first lessons with his 
brothers, later studying with Giuseppe Maderni. When he was 
thirteen he gave his first recital in his hometown, performing Villa-
Lobos’ Cinq Préludes, later adding works by Turina, Albéniz and 
several of Villa-Lobos’ Études to his repertoire, performances of 
which won him prizes at competitions for young musicians. He 
studied with Laura Mondiello, Paul Galbraith, Oscar Ghiglia and 

Alirio Díaz, and has won awards at several guitar competitions in his native Italy, 
including the Premio Città di Parma, Premio Nazionale delle Arti, Città di Voghera, 
Città di Arezzo, A.GI.MUS. and Rocco Peruggini. He has studied the works of 
Villa-Lobos for some nine years, and has written articles for Il Fronimo.

Playing Time:
3:08:57

7 47313 32893 2

8.503289
3 CDs

Companion Titles – Heitor Villa-Lobos, Composer

8.557460-62 8.557765 8.553987 8.570504

©
 M

ar
ci

o 
M

on
te

iro

http://www.naxos.com/person/Leon_Eva/80516.htm
http://www.olgavinokur.com/
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572621
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570402
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557272
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573548
http://www.naxos.com/person/Andrea_Bissoli/204703.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557460-62
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557765 
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.553987
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570504


NEW ON NAXOS  |  NOVEMBER 2016

1313

Jorge MOREL (b. 1931)
Guitar Music
Sonatina • Danza Brasilera • Pampero 
Danza in E minor • Giga Criolla*
Celil Refik Kaya, Guitar

*WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDING

Argentinian guitarist and composer Jorge Morel’s long and distinguished career 
has made him a legendary figure amongst guitarists. He is renowned as “a 
consummate and virtuoso artist” (Guitar Magazine) whose music is notable for 
its blend of colourful Latin American vibrancy rooted in the popular folk-music 
of his early life in Buenos Aires, and North American sophistication. From gently 
lyrical pieces such as the Milonga del Viento to the life-force of the dance in 
works such as Giga Criolla and Otro Tango, and the more classical Sonatina, this 
programme is a true reflection of the amazing variety of Morel’s creative output. 
Turkish guitarist Celil Refik Kaya is a prizewinner of a number of international 
competitions, including First Prize at the 2012 JoAnn Falletta International Guitar 
Competition.

Key Feature

Playing Time:
66:09 

7 47313 35147 3

8.573514 

•	 This is the third volume of Shin-ichi Fukuda’s series – in each volume he 
performs some classic Takemitsu pieces.

 
•	 Vol 1 is on 8.573153 of which MusicWeb International wrote: “Guitarist Shin-

ichi Fukuda’s playing is as impeccable and impressive as his credentials are, 
which is saying something. The Naxos engineering is outstanding, upholding 
their guitar series’ usual high standards.”

•	 Vol 2 is on 8.573457 American Record Guide wrote of this disc: “there’s 
much to enjoy and discover here, and Fukuda plays with consistently high 
artistry and a thorough technical command.”

•	 Born in Kyoto/Japan, Yasuo Watani is one of the world’s leading chromatic 
harmonica soloists. He won 1st Prize at the International Harmonica 
Competition in the Netherlands (1988) and the 2nd prize at the World 
Harmonica Competition in the Championships and Festival in Trossingen 
Germany (1989).

Japanese Guitar Music, Vol. 3

TAKEMITSU • HAYASHI • TOGAWA
KITAZUME • NIHASHI • YOSHIMATSU • MIKI
Shin-ichi Fukuda, Guitar
Yasuo Watani, Harmonica

Volume 3 of this admired series reveals the expressive nature of both the guitar 
and the harmonica in works several of which embrace the principles of Ma, an 
everyday Japanese word indicating time and space. Takemitsu’s contemporary 
arrangements of popular songs, combining virtuosity and, in the words of the 
composer, ‘flexible spirituality’, are of extraordinary originality whilst melodic 
inventiveness is the hallmark of Hikaru Hayashi’s varied pieces. There are also 
examples from film scores and unusual sound explorations as in Yoshimatsu’s 
intensely evocative and masterful Forgetful Angel II.

Key Features

Playing Time:
66:51

7 47313 35957 8

8.573595 

•	 Jorge Morel’s music has appeared a few times amongst our guitar recital 
releases such as the Latin-American Music for Guitar (Naxos 8.572527), 
described by Allmusic.com as “beautiful, contemplative music.” This is 
the first time an entire Naxos CD has been dedicated to his works. 

•	 This disc is guitarist Celil Refik Kaya’s 
debut on the Naxos label. He has received 
many accolades and awards, including 
First Prize in the 2012 JoAnn Falletta 
International Guitar Concerto Competition, 
and figuring as top prizewinner of 
international guitar competitions such 
as those in Bulgaria, Greece, Vienna, 
Istanbul, and the United States at the 2012 Guitar Foundation of America 
(GFA) Competition among others.

Companion Titles – Latin-American Guitar Classics

8.570163-64 8.550273 8.557329 8.572527

Companion Titles – 
Shin-ichi Fukuda Guitar

Companion Titles – 
Toru Takemitsu, Composer

8.573153 8.5702618.573457 8.555859
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http://www.naxos.com/person/Shin_ichi_Fukuda/77050.htm
http://www.yasuowatani.com/
http://allmusic.com/
http://www.celilrefikkaya.com/
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570163-64
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.550273
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557329
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572527
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573153
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570261
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573457
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.555859
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•	 Jean-Pierre Armengaud and Olivier Chauzu recorded an earlier all-Debussy 
four-hand piano disc (8.572979), released in 2013, containing Petite Suite, 
Marche ecossaise, 6 Epigraphes antiques and Premiere Suite.

•	 Jean-Pierre Armengaud has specialised in Roussel’s piano music 
for Naxos – Roussel piano music, volume 1 (8.573093) received an 
outstanding review in the prestigious Gramophone: “Roussel was 
championed by two great French pianists, Robert Casadesus in 
the Trois Pièces, Op 49, and Alfred Cortot, who conducted the first 
performances of the early orchestral works, but even they could hardly have 
made a finer case for the composer than Jean-Pierre Armengaud, whose 
rich experience is reflected in well-recorded performances of outstanding 
vitality and expertise.”.

•	 Olivier Chauzu has recorded the music of Gustave Samazeuilh 
(GP669) – a friend of Ravel – of which Fanfare wrote excitedly: 
“Olivier Chauzu…proves a fine guide to this too little played 
music. When he’s on, he plays with a reckless abandon that is 
both welcome and exciting. He has a beautifully rounded sound 
quality in even the loudest of passages and his technical prowess is always 
in evidence. …this CD will not disappoint. Chauzu has done us a favor 
collecting all of this music. Now do yourself one: Grab it and listen!”

Claude DEBUSSY (1862–1918)
Four-Hand Piano Music, Vol. 2
Jean-Pierre Armengaud, Olivier Chauzu,, Pianos

In 1891 Symbolist poet Stéphane Mallarmé asked Debussy to compose incidental 
music for a theatrical version of his poem L’Après-midi d’un faune (The afternoon 
of the faun) and the resulting work, with its innovative melodic, harmonic, and 
rhythmic writing, is both impassioned and expressive. The four-hand arrangement 
was made by Ravel in 1910. Inspired by the natural phenomena of water, light and 
wind and, according to Mme Debussy, unplayable in its piano four-hand version, 
La Mer is a masterpiece of some structural complexity. Of the technically inventive 
Images, which evoke Spanish sights, sounds and fragrances, Debussy wrote that 
the work marked a departure for him, dealing with “realities” not impressionism.

Key Features

Playing Time:
69:20

7 47313 34637 0

8.573463 

Companion Titles – French Piano Music

8.572979 8.573093 8.573171 8.555800
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László LAJTHA (1892–1963)
Symphony No. 2
Variations, Op. 44
Pécs Symphony Orchestra
Nicolás Pasquet

Along with his contemporaries Bartók, Kodály and Dohnányi, László Lajtha was 
one of the leading Hungarian composers in the first half of the twentieth century 
and his position as the country’s greatest symphonist of that time is unrivalled. Of 
his nine symphonies, Symphony No. 2, Op. 27 dates from 1938 and is an intense, 
sombre and brooding work as if foreshadowing the horrors of the war to come. 
When asked to compose incidental music for Georg Höllering’s film of T. S. Eliot’s 
Murder in the Cathedral, Lajtha responded with three autonomous compositions 
of which one, the monumental Variations, Op. 44 from 1948, is recorded here. 
Volume 1 can be heard on Naxos 8.573643

Key Features.

Playing Time:
70:27

7 47313 36447 3

8.573644 

Companion Titles – Hungarian Orchestral Music

8.573643 8.573529 8.573491 8.573307

•	 Originally released on Marco Polo 8.223669, part of a series of Lajtha's 
orchestral works, recorded in May 1995.

•	 László Lajtha was an important composer who was 
dismissed from his positions and denied a passport by 
repressive Hungarian regime during 1948-62. He wrote 
nine symphonies and can be seen, a bit simplistically 
perhaps, as a kind of Hungarian Roy Harris or Vaughan 
Williams.

•	 The Pécs Symphony Orchestra is an important 
Hungarian regional orchestra. Uruguayan conductor 
Nicolás Pasquet was chief conductor of the orchestra 
between 1993 and 1996.

Nicolás Pasquet

http://www.naxos.com/person/Jean_Pierre_Armengaud/144383.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Olivier_Chauzu/182248.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572979
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573093
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573171
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.555800
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573643
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573529
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573491
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573307
http://www.naxos.com/person/Pecs_Symphony_Orchestra/46364.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Nicolas_Pasquet/31806.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Nicolas_Pasquet/31806.htm
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Idil Biret Bach and Mozart Edition
Idil Biret, Piano
London Mozart Players
Patrick Gallois • John Gibbons

“How Idil Biret combines the strict discipline of the Bach score with the capacity to 
build sovereign forms is exemplary.”

– DRESDNER NEUSTE NACHRICHTEN

“Not for many years has a Manchester Hallé audience heard such perfectly 
balanced Mozart playing.”

– DAILY TELEGRAPH

12 CDs+DVD 

7 30099 12064 7

8.501206

Georg Friedrich HANDEL (1685–1759)
Sarabande
From Suite in D minor, HWV 437
Arr. Peter Breiner
Kiev Virtuosi Chamber Orchestra
Dmitry Yablonsky

Peter Breiner is one of the world’s most recorded musicians, 
with over 180 CDs released and record numbers sold (1.5 
million reached by 2008 alone), including both albums and online 
streams. A conductor, pianist, arranger and composer, he has 
conducted, often doubling as a pianist, the Royal Philharmonic, 
the Bournemouth Symphony, the Jerusalem Symphony, the 
Vienna Mozart Orchestra, the Polish Radio Symphony, the 

Ukrainian State Symphony, the Moscow Symphony, the Slovak Philharmonic, the 
Slovak Radio Symphony, Capella Istropolitana, the Queensland Symphony, the 
Orchestre National de Lille, the New Zealand Symphony and the Hong Kong 
Philharmonic, among many others. Some of his most acclaimed recordings 
include Beatles Go Baroque (8.555010) and Elvis Goes Baroque (8.990054) 
which, together with Christmas Goes Baroque I and II (8.550301 and 8.550670), 
represent his commercially most successful Baroque arrangements. His 
arrangements of national anthems of all participating countries were used during 
the Olympic Games in Athens in 2004 and illegally in Beijing in 2008. He recorded 
his own arrangements of the anthems of the participating countries of the Rugby 
World Cup 2011.

Dmitry Yablonksy, a GRAMMY®-nominated cellist and 
conductor, was born in Moscow into a musical family. His career 
has taken him to some of the most celebrated stages in the 
world, such as Carnegie Hall, La Scala, Moscow Great Hall, 
St Petersburg Philharmonic Hall, Taiwan National Hall, Teatre 
Mogador, Cité de la Musique and the Louvre, amongst others. 
His career as a conductor began at the age of 26 in Camerino, 

Italy, and since then he has collaborated with many major orchestras, including 
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Moscow Philharmonic Orchestra (Principal 
Guest Conductor 2000-2004), Novoya Rossiya (Principal Guest Conductor since 
2012), National Chamber Ensemble ‘Kiev Soloists’ (Principal Conductor 
since 2014), Israel Symphony Orchestra, Belgian National Orchestra, Antwerpen 
Orchestra, Maastricht Orchestra, Russian State Orchestra, Orchestre National 
d’Ile de France, Taiwan National Orchestra, Bologna Chamber Orchestra, and the 
Orquesta Filarmónica de la UNAM (OFUNAM), Mexico.

Playing Time:
05:49

7 30099 72591 0

9.70259 

Companion Titles – Peter Breiner, Composer / Arranger

Companion Titles – Idil Biret Archive Boxed Sets

8.553023

8.501504

8.555010

8.508016
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Final cover artworks subject to confirmation

http://www.naxos.com/person/Peter_Breiner_22788/22788.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Dmitry_Yablonsky/31012.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Kyiv_Soloists/262589.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.553023
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.555010
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.508016
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.553114
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.501402
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573016
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.501901
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.501504
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NEW RELEASES FROM NAXOS AUDIOBOOKS

Oh! To be in England
By Herbert Ernest Bates
Unabridged
Read by Philip Franks

In the third sequel to The Darling Buds of May, Charley and Mariette decide to 
get baby Blenheim christened, leading to a wholesale christening of all seven 
of the Larkin children. Chaos abounds as the vicar Mr Candy is run ragged by 
the naughty twins Zinnia and Petunia, and finds himself the object of desire 
for Pop’s second eldest, Primrose. To top it all off, Pop buys a fair ground on a 
whim, and Mlle DuPont arrives to discover that Pop is not a Lord, nor does he 
live in a mansion. The result is a celebratory ending and a wonderful tribute to 
Pop’s beloved countryside, with its ‘nightingales and blackbirds, bluebells and 
primroses, haytime and high summer’. Perfick.

Playing Time:
5 Hours

9 781781 980057

NA0249 
4 CDs

Christmas Stories
By Charles Dickens
Unabridged
Read by David Timson

Charles Dickens was a major contributor to the Victorian romantic revival of 
Christmas traditions. With their heart, humour and good morals, Dickens’s 
Christmas stories have made the author’s name synonymous with the season. 
Here we present four charming novellas to complete his series that began with A 
Christmas Carol, with echoes of sleigh bells throughout. The stories include The 
Chimes, The Cricket on the Hearth, The Battle of Life and The Haunted Man.

Playing Time:
13.5 Hours

9 781843 799849

NA0237
11 CDs

Companion Titles – Christmas Stories for Children

Companion Titles –The Larkin Novels Series

NA214912

NA0246

NA332912

NA0247

NA247112

NA0248

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA214912
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0246
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0247
http://www.naxosaudiobooks.com/family-christmas-a-compilation/
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0247
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA332912



