
NOVEMBER 2017

NEW ON NAXOS
The World’s Leading Classical Music Label

© 2017 Naxos Rights US, Inc. • Contact Us: Customer.Service@naxos.com
www.naxos.com • www.NaxosMusicGroup.com • www.naxosmusiclibrary.com • blog.naxos.com

This Month’s Other Highlights

 S
im

on
 O

’N
ei

ll 
as

 S
ie

gf
rie

d 
©

 C
he

un
g 

W
ai

 
Lo

k 
/ H

on
g 

K
on

g 
Ph

ilh
ar

m
on

ic
 O

rc
he

st
ra

mailto:customer.service@naxos.com
www.naxos.com
www.NaxosMusicGroup.com
www.naxosmusiclibrary.com
blog.naxos.com


2

NEW ON NAXOS  |  NOVEMBER 2017

7 30099 04137 9

8.660413-16 
[4 CDs] 
Price Code: NXP 

Playing Time: 
4:01:58

Richard WAGNER (1813–1883)
Siegfried
Simon O’Neill, Tenor (Siegfried)
Matthias Goerne, Bass-baritone (The Wanderer)
David Cangelosi, Tenor (Mime)
Werner Van Mechelen, Bass-baritone (Alberich)
Heidi Melton, Soprano (Brünnhilde)
Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra
Jaap van Zweden

Der Ring des Nibelungen (The Ring of the Nibelung) is one of the 
most remarkable achievements in all music, and Siegfried, the third 
in the cycle, contains some of the greatest moments in Wagner’s 
entire output. Wagner conceived Siegfried as a heroic ‘man of the 
future’, and his fantastical tale is one in which the human dramas 
of treachery and violent struggles for power become magnified in a 
world of gods, dragons and magic. The previous opera in this cycle, 
Die Walküre (Naxos 8.660394-97), was acclaimed in The Guardian 
as ‘thrillingly vivid… easily maintains the high standard and promise 
of Das Rheingold’ (Naxos 8.660374-75).

Key Features:
• This is the third and penultimate release in our acclaimed cycle 

of Wagner’s Der Ring des Nibelungen with the Hong Kong 
Philharmonic conducted by Jaap van Zweden. As with the others 
in this series it will be released both on CD and Blu-ray Audio, 
and will be our main promotion for November 2017.

• Of the star cast for Siegfried, Matthias Goerne has been 
singled out for particular praise by the critics, with Gramophone 
stating that he “sings Wotan beautifully, with much baritonal 
sophistication, predictable (from an experienced Lieder recitalist) 
care for words and able negotiation of trickier moments.” Opera 
News wrote “Matthias Goerne is a revelation… [he] upholds the 
great tradition of Wagner singing.”

• Each member of this carefully selected cast has an established 
reputation in opera performance, and most are known for 
significant and highly demanding Wagnerian roles. These 
include tenor Simon O’Neill as Siegfried, one of the finest helden-
tenors on the international stage, and soprano Heidi Melton as 
Brünnhilde, who has been called “the Wagnerian voice we have 
been waiting for since Flagstad and Nilsson” (La Presse).

Supplementary Marketing Materials:
• Key Release Kit
• Video Trailers
• Facebook Cover and Post

About Simon O’Neill 
A native of New Zealand, Simon O’Neill has established himself 
as one of the finest Heldentenors on the international stage. He 
is a principal artist with the Metropolitan Opera, the Royal Opera 
House Covent Garden, Teatro alla Scala and both the Bayreuth and 
Salzburg Festivals. Simon O’Neill is an alumnus of the University 
of Otago, Victoria University of Wellington, the Manhattan School 
of Music and The Juilliard Opera Center. He is a Fulbright Scholar, 
was awarded the 2005 Arts Laureate of New Zealand and was a 
grand finalist in the 2002 Metropolitan Opera National Auditions, 
returning as guest artist in 2007. He sang the role of Waldemar in 
Schoenberg’s Gurrelieder at the 2017 BBC Proms with the London 
Symphony and Sir Simon Rattle.

Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra
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Simon O’Neill and Heidi Melton
© Cheung Wai Lok / HK Philharmonic

7 30099 00696 5

NBD0069A [Blu-ray Audio]
Blu-ray Audio – 24-bit, 96 

kHz PCM

ALSO AVAILABLE

COMING SOON
Recording Dates:

18 & 21 January 2018

Anticipated Release:
November 2018

http://www.simononeill.com/
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PREVIOUS RELEASES IN THE NAXOS RING CYCLE

8.660374-75 [2 CDs] • NBD0049 [Blu-ray Audio]

“Matthias Goerne is a revelation … what’s remarkable 
is how consistently he sustains the beauty of his tone 
throughout this strenuous assignment – a triumph of 

bel canto singing.” – Opera News

8.660394-97 [4 CDs] • NBD0051 [Blu-ray Audio]
 

“Heidi Melton’s Sieglinde is brighter and more soprano-like 
than I prefer, but she’s wonderfully expressive. The listener 

hangs on every perfectly pronounced, clear word she 
and Skelton sing, and thanks to Zweden, who leads their 

interactions as if the opera were bel canto, we feel for them.” 
– ClassicsToday.com
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About Matthias Goerne

Matthias Goerne is one of the most 
internationally sought-after vocalists 
and a frequent guest at renowned 
festivals and concert halls. He has 
collaborated with the world’s leading 
orchestras, conductors and pianists. He 
has appeared on the world’s principal 
opera stages, including the Royal 
Opera House, the Teatro Real, the Paris 
National Opera, Vienna Staatsoper, and 
the Metropolitan Opera.

About David Cangelosi

David Cangelosi made his Metropolitan 
Opera debut as Mime in Das Rheingold, 
conducted by James Levine; and has 
returned in multiple principal roles and 
Ring related assignments over the past 
twelve years. Recent performances 
include his role debut of the Witch in 
Hänsel und Gretel; Salome with the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra; Cunning 
Little Vixen with the Cleveland Orchestra; 
and at the Saito-Kinen Festival in 
Matsumoto, Japan.

About Werner Van Mechelen

Werner Van Mechelen’s opera repertoire 
extends from the Baroque to great 
Mozartian roles. Apart from his special 
focus on Wagner and Richard Strauss, 
Van Mechelen is particularly drawn to 
Lieder, with a repertoire that includes 
not only the great song cycles but also 
repertoire by less known composers. In 
concert he has performed in Messiah, 
The Creation, Carmina Burana, St John 
Passion and in Peter Benoit’s Lucifer.

About Heidi Melton

Heidi Melton made her role debut as 
Brünnhilde during the 2016/17 season 
in Die Walküre and Siegfried, both at 
Badisches Staatstheater Karlsruhe. 
She recently debuted with the London 
Symphony, the Berliner Philharmoniker, 
the New York Philharmonic and Houston 
Grand Opera, in addition to appearances 
with the Vienna Philharmonic and English 
National Opera. She is a favourite of 
audiences in Berlin, where she was seen 
at the Deutsche Oper in Der Ring des 
Nibelungen.

About Jaap van Zweden

Conductor Jaap van Zweden has risen rapidly in the past decade to become one of today’s most distinguished 
conductors. He is Music Director of the Hong Kong Philharmonic, a post he has held since 2012 and will continue 
to hold until at least 2022. In January 2016 the New York Philharmonic announced that Jaap van Zweden will be their 
new Music Director starting with the 2018–19 season, acting as Music Director Designate during 2017–18. He has 
been Music Director of the Dallas Symphony Orchestra since 2008 and will continue in that role through the 2017–18 
season, after which he becomes Conductor Laureate.

NOMINEE

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660374-75
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NBD0049
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660394-97
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NBD0051
https://www.naxos.com/person/Matthias_Goerne/7115.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/David_Cangelosi/144583.htm
http://www.wernervanmechelen.eu/
https://www.naxos.com/person/Heidi_Melton/271713.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/Jaap_van_Zweden/37732.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/Hong_Kong_Philharmonic_Orchestra/35634.htm
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8.573411
Price Code: NXP 

Playing Time: 
67:07

Camille SAINT-SAËNS (1835–1921)
Works for Violin and Orchestra
Introduction et Rondo capriccioso
Caprice andalou • Morceau de concert
La Muse et le Poète*
Tianwa Yang, Violin • Gabriel Schwabe, Cello*
Malmö Symphony Orchestra • Marc Soustrot

Tianwa Yang is ‘an artist of exceptional technique and musicianship’ 
(BBC Music Magazine) and has established herself as a leading 
international performer and recording artist, winning the Annual Prize 
of the German Record Critics 2014 for her acclaimed recordings of 
Sarasate’s complete violin works. Her ‘stunning effortless virtuosity’ 
and ‘uncanny affinity for Spanish music’ (All Things Strings) make 
her the ideal advocate for the music presented on this recording. The 
Introduction et Rondo capriccioso is a glittering showcase imbued 
with the passion of Iberian dance, while the Havanaise in E major is a 
languorous habanera. Less frequently heard are the evocative Caprice 
andalou, the songful Romance in C major, the rhapsodic Morceau de 
concert, and the improvisatory La Muse et le Poète.

Key Features:
• Tianwa Yang is one of Naxos’ star violinists and an internationally 

renowned performer and recording artist. She has recorded 
prolifically for Naxos and has her own ‘Best Of’ disc (8.578317).

• This release is part of our ongoing series of Saint-Saëns’ 
orchestral works with Marc Soustrot and the Malmö Symphony 
Orchestra, who have already recorded the complete symphonies 
on three volumes (8.573138, 8.573139, 8.573140). The first 
two volumes of the piano concertos with French pianist Romain 
Descharmes have been released on 8.573476, and 8.573477. 
The cycle will be completed in April 2018 with Piano concertos 
Nos. 4 and 5 (8.573478). 

• Saint-Saëns’ works for cello and orchestra (8.573737) was 
released last month with German cellist Gabriel Schwabe, who 
also appears in this new recording with Tianwa Yang, in La Muse 
et le Poète, making this a great opportunity to promote both 
albums.

• The Malmö Symphony under conductor Marc 
Soustrot should not be overlooked as they have 
also recorded Saint-Saëns’ piano concertos – 
8.573477 of which Gramophone wrote “The warmth 
and depth of the orchestral contribution and Marc 
Soustrot’s eye for detail are significant bonuses” 
and 8.573476 of which American Record Guide wrote: “Soustrot, 
who was born in Lyons, has an affinity for French music, and he 
understands the need for lightness and clarity in these pieces; 
his Swedish orchestra responds to him very well.”

Recipient of the ECHO Klassik 2015 Best Instrumentalist (violin) 
and Best Up-and-Coming Artist 2014 Awards for her Ysaÿe Sonatas 
for Solo Violin (8.572995) and Mendelssohnʼs two Violin Concertos 
(8.572662), Tianwa Yang has recorded Sarasateʼs complete 
music for violin and orchestra (8.504046), and for violin and piano 
(8.557767, 8.570192, 8.570893, 8.572709), Piazzollaʼs Las Cuatro 
Estaciones Porteñas with the Nashville Symphony and Giancarlo 
Guerrero (8.572271), followed by Rihmʼs Complete Works for Violin 
and Piano (8.572730), Castelnuovo-Tedesco’s Violin Concertos 
Nos. 1 and 2 (8.573135), Live in Concert in St Petersburg on DVD 
(2.110283) and Lalo’s Symphonie espagnole with Juan Manén’s 
Concierto español (8.573067). On this recording Tianwa Yang plays 
a violin by Guarneri del Gesu (1730), on kind loan from Mr. Rin Kei 
Mei in Singapore.

Supplementary Marketing Materials:
• Key Release Kit
• Artist Profile – Tianwa Yang
• Artist Profile – Gabriel Schwabe
• Facebook Cover and Post

 Malmö Symphony Orchestra

8.572995 8.573067 8.573135 8.504046
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Tianwa Yang

Companion Titles – Tianwa Yang, Violin

https://www.naxos.com/person/Malmo_Symphony_Orchestra/46170.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/Marc_Soustrot/88859.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/Marc_Soustrot/88859.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/Tianwa_Yang/13877.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572995
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573067
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573135
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.504046
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Price Code: NXP 

Playing Time: 
69:21

Terry RILEY (b. 1935)
The Palmian Chord Ryddle 1

At the Royal Majestic 2

Tracy Silverman, Electric violin 1 • Todd Wilson, Organ 2

Nashville Symphony • Giancarlo Guerrero

Terry Riley’s name will always be associated with his breakthrough 
work In C, but his influence on modern music has stretched far 
beyond minimalism. Both of the works on this recording reveal Riley’s 
spirit of exploration and his close collaboration with remarkable 
musicians. Commissioned by the Nashville Symphony, The Palmian 
Chord Ryddle is a kind of musical autobiography in which electric 
violin pioneer Tracy Silverman’s “one-man string quartet” sets the 
pace for the sparse, translucent orchestration. At the Royal Majestic 
is another recent example of Riley’s work with a symphony orchestra 
and a virtuosic soloist, in this case organist Todd Wilson. Its title 
refers to “the mighty Wurlitzer housed in grand movie palaces,” 
and the music draws on a wide variety of genres including gospel, 
ragtime, Baroque chorales, and boogie.

Composer and performer Terry Riley is one of the founders of 
music’s minimalist movement. His early works, notably “In C,” 
pioneered a form in Western music based on structured interlocking 
repetitive patterns. The influence of Riley’s hypnotic, multilayered, 
polymetric, brightly orchestrated Eastern-flavored improvisations and 
compositions is heard across the span of contemporary and popular 
music. Performers who have commissioned and/or played his works 
include the Kronos Quartet, ARTE Quartet, Zeitgeist, Steven Scott’s 
Bowed Piano Ensemble, pianist Sarah Cahill, California E.A.R. 
Unit, guitarist David Tanenbaum, electric violinist Tracy Silverman, 
drummer George Marsh, bassist Bill Douglass, Assad Brothers, cello 
octet Conjunto Ibérico, Amati Quartet, Alter Ego, singer Amelia Cuni, 
and Bang on a Can All-Stars.

Key Features:
• Terry Riley has been a central figure in contemporary music for 

over half a century, and his significance for several generations 
of musicians and enthusiasts mean that there is always a wide 
audience for new recordings of his music.

• Violinist Tracy Silverman defies musical boundaries and is a 
musical force in his own right. He has contributed significantly 
to the repertoire and development of the six-string electric violin, 
inspiring several major concertos composed specifically for him, 
including works by John Adams, Kenji Bunch, Nico Muhly and 
Terry Riley.

• Todd Wilson has produced several popular 
organ recordings for the Delos label and 
others. He is head of the organ department at 
the Cleveland Institute of Music, and director 
of music at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in 
Cleveland, Ohio. He is also the curator of the 
E.M. Skinner pipe organ at Severance Hall, and house organist 
at the Stan Hywet Hall and Gardens in Akron, Ohio.

• Giancarlo Guerrero is the five-time GRAMMY®-
winning music director of the Nashville 
Symphony. A passionate proponent of new and 
contemporary music, he has championed the 
works of several of America’s most respected 
composers, resulting in an extensive catalogue 
of recordings for Naxos. He has presented eight world premières 
with the Nashville Symphony, including the GRAMMY®-winning 
recording of Daugherty’s Tales of Hemingway (Naxos 8.559798).

Supplementary Marketing Materials:
• Video Trailer
• Facebook Cover and Post

Nashville Symphony 
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Tracy Silverman

WORLD PREMIÈRE 
RECORDINGS

8.559798 8.559823 8.559740 8.559792

Companion Titles –
Nashville Symphony and Giancarlo Guerrero

https://www.naxos.com/person/Terry_Riley/23279.htm
http://tracysilverman.com/
https://www.naxos.com/person/Todd_Wilson/68418.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/Giancarlo_Guerrero/97170.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/Nashville_Symphony_Orchestra/35217.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/Nashville_Symphony_Orchestra/35217.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559798
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559823
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559740
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559792
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Price Code: NXP 

Playing Time: 
61:46

Dmitry SHOSTAKOVICH (1906–1975)
The Gadfly†

Complete Original Score for the 1955 Film
Reconstructed by Mark Fitz-Gerald
The Counterplan (excerpts)
Bachchor Mainz
Deutsche Staatsphilharmonie Rheinland-Pfalz
Mark Fitz-Gerald

†WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDING

Set in mid-nineteenth-century Italy during a turbulent period of pre-
Unification political unrest, The Gadfly drew from Shostakovich one 
of his most dazzling and popular film scores, heard hitherto on record 
only in a suite arranged and re-orchestrated by Levon Atovmian. This 
recording presents the full, original score for the first time, as closely 
as possible to Shostakovich’s original conception. Reconstructed by 
Mark Fitz-Gerald from the original manuscript and the Russian film 
soundtrack, it calls for a large orchestra including church bells, an 
organ, two guitars and a mandolin, all excluded from the Atovmian 
suite.

The excerpts from The Counterplan, which marked the fifteenth 
anniversary of the 1917 Revolution, include the infectious hit-tune 
The Song of the Counterplan.

Key Features:
• The score of The Gadfly is based on the new DSCH New 

Collected Works edition, volume 138 (2017). It has been co-
edited by Mark Fitz-Gerald who has contributed a note in the 
booklet regarding the important and complicated reconstruction 
necessary. He is also the conductor.

• The editorial work differentiates this recording from every other 
one of The Gadfly – which, in any case, has usually meant the 
Suite, Op.97a which is drawn from the score.

• The Counterplan was commissioned to celebrate the 15th 
anniversary of the Russian Revolution. This year is the 100th 
anniversary of the Revolution so this can be used as a musical/
political tie-in. There have been numerous books and articles 
published this year on the Revolution and this disc expands the 
concept to film.

• These three segments are all that has published from The 
Counterplan.

Supplementary Marketing Materials:
• Sales Sheet
• Facebook Cover and Post

Described as “one of the indispensable Shostakovich interpreters 
of our time”, Mark Fitz-Gerald has performed the Trauberg/
Shostakovich classic New Babylon (1929) to great critical acclaim, 
in particular at the Japanese première of the work (opening concert 
of the Tokyo Summer Festival in 2000) and the Rotterdam Gergiev 
Festival 2001. With the help of Mrs Irina Shostakovich and Krzystof 
Meyer he restored the complete score to another Trauberg/
Shostakovich film, Odna (1929), and conducted the world première 
(the first Shostakovich première for over twenty years) in Holland and 
later in Paris, with enormous success. From 1989 to 1993 he was 
Associate Conductor of the Orquesta de Porto (Orquesta Classica 
do Porto, Portugal). He was Assistant Conductor in Strasbourg both 
at the Philharmonic Orchestra and at the Opéra du Rhin from 1997 
to 2002. In 2012 he made his debut with the London Philharmonic, 
and gave the Swiss première of Debussy’s The Fall of the House 
of Usher. In 2016 at the Pordenone Silent Film Festival Fitz-Gerald 
conducted, to wide acclaim, his reconstruction of Mortimer Wilson’s 
vast 1924 score for the Douglas Fairbanks film The Thief of Bagdad.

Deutsche Staatsphilharmonie Rheinland-Pfalz
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Mark Fitz-Gerald

INCLUDES 
WORLD PREMIÈRE 

RECORDINGS

8.570316 8.572138 8.572824-25 8.572260

Companion Titles – Film Music Classics Series

https://www.naxos.com/person/Mark_Fitz_Gerald/58139.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570316
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572138
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572824-25
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572260
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Playing Time: 
75:26

Heitor VILLA-LOBOS (1887–1959)
Symphony No. 1 ‘O Imprevisto’
Symphony No. 2 ‘Ascensão’
São Paulo Symphony Orchestra
Isaac Karabtchevsky

Heitor Villa-Lobos’s first two symphonies take the European tradition 
head-on, absorbing French models prevalent in Brazil in the early 20th 
century. The confident swagger of the First Symphony is characteristic 
of Villa-Lobos’s ‘Brazilianness’, while the cyclical Second Symphony 
filters myriad influences including the music of Tchaikovsky, Rimsky-
Korsakov, Debussy and Puccini. Its slow movement heralds the 
affecting melodic content that would later become the trademark 
of the Bachianas Brasileiras [Naxos 8.557460-72]. This is the sixth 
and final volume of an acclaimed complete edition of Villa-Lobos’s 
symphonies in which ‘Karabtchevsky leads the way’ (Gramophone).

Key Features:
• Recordings of Villa-Lobos’s symphonies are rare enough, and 

the early first two symphonies have in recent years only been 
available in recordings with the SWR Radio Symphony Orchestra 
for the CPO label.  

• The only other competition for a complete cycle of Villa-Lobos’s 
symphonies is on the CPO label, but a review of the Sixth and 
Seventh Symphonies (8.573043) in The Guardian shows that 
our edition is at the very least its equal: “Carl St Clair and the 
Stuttgart SWR Radio Symphony Orchestra… are outshone by 
the São Paulo SO and Isaac Karabtchevsky… compare the 
opening moments of this new Sixth Symphony with the Stuttgart 
version and we’re palpably dealing with something grander than 
nuances of interpretation: Karabtchevsky makes Villa-Lobos’s 
zig-zagging, lopsided melodic line sound as boldly and brashly 
sculpted as Mount Rushmore…what merely sounds ungainly 
and idiomatically clumsy in St Clair’s hands becomes musically 
engaged here.”

• Conductor Isaac Karabtchevsky was invited by the São Paulo 
Symphony Orchestra to record the complete cycle of the 
Villa-Lobos Symphonies for the Naxos label in 2010, which has 
involved an extensive process of revising and reconstructing 
the scores. As a result, and for three consecutive years, these 
recordings have been awarded the Brazilian Music Prize.

Supplementary Marketing Materials:
• Key Release Kit
• Facebook Cover and Post

Isaac Karabtchevsky has enjoyed a brilliant career as a conductor 
since the 1970s. He was chief conductor of the Brazilian Symphony 
Orchestra from 1969 to 1996, and was at the helm of the Aquarius 
Project, one of the most ambitious popular arts projects in Latin 
America, fostering audiences for classical music with large scale 
open-air concerts. In Europe he was appointed artistic director at 
the Tonkünstler Orchestra, Vienna (1988–94), La Fenice Theatre, 
Venice (1995–2001) and the Orchestre National des Pays de la Loire 
(2004–10). He has performed on some of the world’s leading stages, 
such as the Salle Pleyel (Paris), the Concertgebouw (Amsterdam), 
the Musikverein (Vienna), the Royal Festival Hall (London), Carnegie 
Hall (New York) and the Teatro Colón (Buenos Aires).
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São Paulo Symphony Orchestra
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8.573151 8.573043 8.573777

8.573243 8.573451

Companion Titles – Heitor Villa-Lobos Symphonies cycle

FINAL 
VOLUME

https://www.naxos.com/person/Sao_Paulo_Symphony_Orchestra/46168.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/Sao_Paulo_Symphony_Orchestra/46168.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/Isaac_Karabtchevsky/156402.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573151
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573043
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573777
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573243
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573451
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Price Code: NXP 

Playing Time: 
65:45

Jacques OFFENBACH (1819–1880)
Overtures
La Fille du tambour-major • Orphée aux enfers
La Belle Hélène • La Vie parisienne
Vert-Vert • L’Île de Tulipatan
Orchestre National de Lille
Darrell Ang

Jacques Offenbach is best remembered for his operettas, but the 
dramatic Ouverture à grand orchestre is a rarely heard early piece 
that presages his future in musical theatre. The enduring popularity 
of Orpheus in the Underworld is due in no small part to the Can-
Can, now one of the most iconic pieces in Western classical 
music. Orpheus was Offenbach’s first full-length operetta, and The 
Drum-Major’s Daughter was to be his last, those in between including 
the popular vaudeville of Monsieur et Madame Denis, humorous 
satires on Parisian life, and La belle Hélène, an instant success that 
enjoyed an initial run of 700 performances.

Key Features:
• Offenbach’s operetta overtures have been a popular choice on 

record for many years, but we couldn’t resist this program of 
the best of Offenbach’s music for orchestra served up by one of 
the best French orchestras. Our selection also includes relative 
rarities such as the unpublished Ouverture à grand orchestra, 
and the overture to Vert-Vert; a commercial flop in its day but, as 
with all Offenbach, always brimming with easy-sounding melodic 
invention and always hugely entertaining.

• The tandem of Darrell Ang and the Orchestre National de Lille 
has previously recorded Duttileux’s Symphony No. 2 ‘Le Double’, 
Timbres, espace, movement, Mystère de l’instant on Naxos 
(8.573596), which received an ‘Excepcional’ rating from Scherzo 
magazine. And ClassicsToday.com wrote “the performances 
make all the right points of transparency, fluidity, and expressive 
precision.”

• Ang’s 2015 recording of Zhou Long and Chen Yi’s Symphony 
‘Humen 1839’ with the New Zealand Symphony (8.570611) 
earned him his first GRAMMY® Award nomination for Best 
Orchestral Performance.

Darrell Ang’s triumph at the 50th Besançon International Young 
Conductor’s Competition, where he took all three top awards – Grand 
Prix, Audience Prize and Orchestra Prize – launched his international 
career, leading to the music directorship of the Orchestre Symphonique 
de Bretagne and numerous guest conducting engagements with the 
Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France, Orchestre National de 
Lyon, Orchestre Philharmonique de Strasbourg, Orchestra Sinfonica 
di Milano ‘Giuseppe Verdi’, St Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Konzerthaus Orchestra Berlin, Vienna Chamber Orchestra, 
Copenhagen Philharmonic, and the Hong Kong Philharmonic, among 
others. In his native Singapore he became the youngest associate 
conductor of the Singapore Symphony Orchestra and served as the 
music director of the Singapore National Youth Orchestra.

Supplementary Marketing Materials:
• Video Trailer
• Facebook Cover and Post

Darrell Ang

Orchestre National de Lille
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8.573596 8.570611 8.573195 8.573067

Companion Titles – Darrell Ang, Conductor

https://www.naxos.com/person/Lille_National_Orchestra/46359.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/Darrell_Ang/160956.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573596
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570611
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573195
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573067


9

NEW ON NAXOS  |  NOVEMBER 2017

7 47313 37707 7

8.573770
Price Code: NXP 

Playing Time: 
75:27

George DYSON (1883–1964)
Choral Symphony1 †

St Paul’s Voyage to Melita2

Elizabeth Watts, Soprano 1 • Caitlin Hulcup, Mezzo-soprano 1

Joshua Ellicott, Tenor 1,2 • Roderick Williams, Baritone 1

The Bach Choir • Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra • David Hill

† WORLD PREMIERE RECORDING

Born into a working-class family, George Dyson became one of the 
most important musicians and composers of his day. The previously 
unknown Choral Symphony was written as an examination work while 
Dyson was studying at Oxford, and it was only recently discovered 
at the Bodleian Library. Dyson relishes his dramatic chosen text from 
Psalm 107 on the expulsion from and homecoming of the Jews to 
Israel, a narrative that inspires trademark features that would make 
his later works so attractive. Its seascape finale links neatly with 
St Paul’s Voyage to Melita, another vivid text from which Technicolor 
musical images are conjured.

Renowned for his fine musicianship, David Hill is widely respected 
as both a choral and orchestral conductor. He is music director of 
The Bach Choir and Leeds Philharmonic Society, associate guest 
conductor of the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra and principal 
conductor of Yale Schola Cantorum. Until August 2017, he was chief 
conductor of the BBC Singers. His wide-ranging discography of over 
80 recordings includes many award winners and his commitment to 
new music has led to him premiering works from composers including 
Judith Bingham, Sir James Macmillan and Sir John Tavener.

Key Features:
• The significance of George Dyson’s music has been re-evaluated 

since experiencing something of a renaissance from the 1990s 
onwards, and the finding of an entirely new score, the Choral 
Symphony in 2014 has been one of the most exciting discoveries 
of the decade for British music. It was first performed at St. John’s 
Smith Square, London in 2014.

• The Bach Choir and Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra 
conducted by David Hill have already produced some very 
fine recordings for Naxos. These have included choral music 
by Stanford (8.573512), made a ‘Recording of the Month’ by 
MusicWeb International: “The Bach Choir, the soloists and the 
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra under the baton of David 
Hill give an inspirational and often moving account of all three 
works. The dynamics of the recording are splendid.” Herbert 
Howell’s Stabat Mater (8.573176) gained a Gramophone award 
nomination: “A very moving performance of Howells’s reflections 
on Mary’s sorrow in a work that drew on the composer’s own 
painful grief upon the loss of his son”, and their widely acclaimed 
recording of Delius’s Mass of Life (8.572861-62) was a “real 
revelation” for Gramophone, and “David Hill brings the score to 
life in a way that you seldom hear” for MusicWeb International.

• This release joins our recording of Dyson’s Symphony 
(8.557720), “a subtle and thoughtful work that repays repeated 
hearings” (BBC Music Magazine); “Helped by clear, well-
balanced recording, David Lloyd-Jones conducts a brilliant 
performance which clarifies often heavy textures” (The Penguin 
Guide).

Supplementary Marketing Materials:
• Video Trailer
• Facebook Cover and Post

INCLUDES 
WORLD PREMIERE 

RECORDINGS

Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra
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Companion Titles – David Hill and The Bach Choir

David Hill
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https://www.naxos.com/person/David_Hill/3622.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/Bach_Choir/15900.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/Bournemouth_Symphony_Orchestra/35469.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573512
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573176
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572861-62
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572424
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7 47313 36197 7

8.573619
Price Code: NXP 

Playing Time: 
62:29

Music for Brass Septet, Vol. 5

Maurice RAVEL (1875–1937)
Ma Mère l’Oye – Suite • Trois Chansons
Pavane pour une infante défunte

Gabriel FAURÉ (1845–1924)
Mélodies
Claude DEBUSSY (1862–1918)
Préludes
Septura –
Philip Cobb and Simon Cox, Trumpets in B-flat
Huw Morgan, Trumpet in E-flat
Matthew Gee and Matthew Knight, Trombones
Daniel West, Bass Trombone • Peter Smith, Tuba

Septura turn to one of the most groundbreaking periods of music 
history: France at the outset of the 20th century. In this fertile 
compositional field solo brass instruments flourished, but the 
chamber music landscape was barren. And so the group re-imagine 
works by the three composers who defined France’s unique musical 
direction: Fauré, Debussy and Ravel. Conjuring the full kaleidoscope 
of colours possible from seven brass instruments, they trace the 
origins of Impressionism, from Fauré’s masterful mélodies through to 
the iconic piano works of Debussy and Ravel.

Key Features:
• Septura has been admired in their recordings for “noble 

performances” (Gramophone on Volume 1, 8.573314), their 
“stunningly virtuosic set of new Baroque works for brass” 
(Volume 2, 8.573386), “deliciously witty… full of contrast… 
poetic” (The Guardian on Volume 3, 8.573475), and “an 
overwhelming sense of sincerity present in both the skilfully 
crafted new arrangements… and the execution of performance” 
(Brass Band World on Volume 4, 8.573526).

• This is another ‘counterfactual’ musical album – a ‘what-if’ disc 
that dares to imagine ‘what if’ these composers had written for 
brass septet.

• Septura launched a series of concerts entitled ‘Kleptomania’, 
which feature works included in the series, plus new arrangements 
for Brass septet.

Septura brings together London’s leading players to redefine brass 
chamber music through the uniquely expressive sound of the brass 
septet. By creating a canon of transcriptions, arrangements and new 
commissions for this brand new classical configuration, Septura 
aims to re-cast the brass ensemble as a serious artistic medium. 
Currently Ensemble in Residence at the Royal Academy of Music, 
London, the group is recording a series of discs for Naxos Records, 
each focused on a particular period, genre and set of composers, 
creating a ‘counter-factual history’ of brass chamber music. Weaving 
this ever-increasing repertoire into captivating live events, Septura 
is gaining a reputation for engaging audiences with innovative and 
imaginative programming, built around strong concepts and themes. 
Septura’s members are the leading players of the new generation 
of British brass musicians, holding principal positions in the London 
Symphony, Philharmonia, Royal Philharmonic, BBC Symphony, City 
of Birmingham Symphony, Basel Symphony and Aurora orchestras.

Supplementary Marketing Materials:
• Key Release Kit  •     Video Trailer
• Artist Profile  •     Facebook cover and post

8.573526 8.573475 8.573386 8.573314 8.573719

Companion Titles – Music for Brass Septet Series

Septura

https://www.naxos.com/person/Septura/219249.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573526
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573475
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573386
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573314
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573719
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8.573649
Price Code: NXC 

Playing Time: 
1:17:01

László LAJTHA (1892–1963)
Capriccio, Op. 39 – Suite de Ballet
Pécs Symphony Orchestra • Nicolás Pasquet

László Lajtha is recognised, along with Bartók, Kodály and Dohnányi, 
as one of the great Hungarian composers of the first half of the 20th 
century. He established his reputation as his country’s foremost 
symphonist but also showed a strong affinity for the stage, writing his 
one-act ballet Capriccio in 1944. Despite the darkness of the times 
the ballet is filled with light and set in the period around 1700, the 
age of Watteau. Taking commedia dell’arte as his model, Lajtha’s 
characterisation brims with wit and elegance.

Key Features:
• This release is a title that originally appeared on the Marco Polo 

label in 1994 (8.223668), and is the final volume of our complete 
cycle of László Lajtha’s symphonies. Lajtha was banned from 
travelling abroad due to his support for the Hungarian uprising 
of 1956, and the shameful neglect of his music was an effect 
of Soviet suppression. Our Marco Polo releases made a start 
in raising the profile of this uniquely special voice, but the time 
has come to bring Lajtha’s work to wider audiences via our 
mainstream catalogue.

• The Pécs Symphony Orchestra is an important Hungarian 
regional orchestra. Uruguayan conductor Nicolás Pasquet was 
chief conductor of the orchestra between 1993 and 1996.

FINAL 
VOLUME

Nicolás Pasquet was born in 1958 in Montevideo, Uruguay, where 
he studied violin and conducting at the State Music Academy, before 
continuing his studies in Germany in Nuremberg and Stuttgart. In 1984 
and 1986 he won the National Competition for Young Conductors 
of the German Council of Music, and in 1987 he won first prize at 
the 37th International Conducting Competition in Besançon. He has 
conducted numerous renowned orchestras, including the Stuttgart 
Philharmonic, Hamburg Philharmonic, Orchestre du Capitole de 
Toulouse, Queensland Philharmonic Orchestra, the Basel Symphony 
Orchestra and many others. He has served as chief conductor of the  
Pécs Symphony Orchestra (Hungary), the Neubrandenburger 
Philharmonie and the Coburg Theatre Orchestra. Presently he is 
chief conductor of the Youth Symphony Orchestra of the State of 
Hessen, Germany.

Companion Titles – Previous releases from the Lajtha Symphonies series

8.573648 8.573647 8.573646 8.573645 8.573644 8.573643

NEW

Nicolás Pasquet

Pécs Symphony Orchestra
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https://www.naxos.com/person/Nicolas_Pasquet/31806.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/Pecs_Symphony_Orchestra/46364.htm
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573648
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573647
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573646
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573644
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573645
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573643
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Timothy HAMILTON (b. 1973)
Requiem
Ilona Domnich, Soprano • Jennifer Johnston, Mezzo-soprano
Nicky Spence, Tenor • David Stout, Baritone
Ian Tindale, Organ • Cantoribus • Rosenau Sinfonia
Timothy Hamilton

Commissioned in 2012 to commemorate the centenary of the outbreak of the First World 
War, Timothy Hamilton’s Requiem draws its inspiration from the Roman liturgy. In twelve 
movements, it conjures up a vivid sequence of images depicting both the horror of war 
and the calmness and eeriness of the aftermath of battle, interspersed with moments of 
sombre and contemplative reflection most notably in the plangent setting of Isaac Watts’ 
Give us the wings of faith and the orchestral interlude Lest We Forget. The work builds to 
a powerful and moving conclusion with soprano and then chorus welcoming the souls of 
the fallen into paradise.

Companion Titles – English Sacred Music

Key Features:
• This work commemorates the centenary of the First World War. It is due for release 

in November so might be in time for Remembrance Day on 11th of that month, 
a very appropriate occasion to promote the Requiem which deals with war and 
remembrance.

• Composer Timothy Hamilton is known primarily for his choral 
works. He founded the vocal group that performs here, Cantoribus, 
in 2012.

• Nicky Spence is a much-admired tenor but all the vocal soloists 
are quite well known. Spence has recorded Macfarren for Naxos 
(8.660306-07) as well as contemporary repertoire by Hoddinott 
(8.571360) and Dove (8.573080); of this last BBC Music Magazine 
wrote: “Elan, intelligence and passionate engagement: Scottish tenor Nicky Spence 
brings it all to his exemplary performance of Out of Winter…”

8.573849 Playing Time: 
63:08Price Code: 

NXP 7 47313 38497 6

World Première
Recording

7 47313 53945 1

7 30099 00666 8

Heinrich Ignaz Franz BIBER (1644–1704)
Missa Salisburgensis

Claudio MONTEVERDI (1567–1643)
Sacred Works
Various Vocal Soloists • Collegium Vocale 1704 • Collegium 1704 • Václav Luks

The full splendour of Baroque spatial and sonic drama is encountered in these 
performances of Heinrich Biber’s polyphonic masterpiece, the Missa Salisburgensis, and 
the Venetian choral works of Monteverdi, from which it takes inspiration. Composed in 
an astonishing 53 parts in 1682, the Mass celebrated the acoustic possibilities of the 
newly completed Cathedral in Salzburg, the very building in which it is performed here. 
The authentic 360-degree surround sound sends the music ricocheting from platform and 
galleries in a dazzling display that exploits acoustics and architecture alike.

Key Features:

• This is the first ever DVD of Biber’s Missa Salisburgensis.

• Space-specific recording, given this work was composed for the very building in 
which it was recorded, Salzburg Cathedral.

• Slightly late now for immediate sales purposes but when this was recorded last year 
(in July 2016) it commemorated the 200th anniversary year of Salzburg’s affiliation 
with Austria (before that it was a separate principality within the Holy Roman Empire).2.110394   

[DVD]

Playing Time: 93:11
Picture format: NTSC 16:9
Sound format: PCM Stereo, DTS 5.1
Language: Latin
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
No. of disc/s: 1

ALSO AVAILABLE
NBD0066V [Blu-ray Video] 
Picture format: 
1080i Full HD
Sound format: 
PCM Stereo, DTS 5.1
Language: Latin
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
No. of disc/s: 1

Supplementary Marketing Materials:
• Sales Sheet
• Video Trailer
• Facebook Cover and Post

Companion Titles – Naxos Audiovisual Collection
2.110387 (NBD0061) | 2.110386 (NBD0060) | 2.110385 (NBD0059) | 2.110381

Timothy Hamilton

Supplementary Marketing Materials:
• Video Trailers8.553558-59 8.554659 8.557130 8.573049

http://www.timothyhamilton.co.uk/
http://cantoribus.org/
https://www.naxos.com/person/Nicky_Spence/129608.htm
http://
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=2.110387
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NBD0061
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=2.110386
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NBD0060
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=2.110385
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NBD0059
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=2.110381
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.553558-59
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.554659
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557130
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573049
http://
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Key Features:
• Daron Hagen was Ned Rorem’s first composition student at the 

Curtis Institute. Rorem’s Naxos song disc might be promoted 
(8.559084).

• His opera Shining Brow is on 8.669020-21. BBC Music 
Magazine wrote; “…a well-crafted post-tonal work…the score’s 
eclecticism is often appealing, roaming freely among hymn, 
blues, and barbershop quartet…”

• There are other Hagen discs on Naxos – his Piano Trios disc is on 8.559657, about 
which Fanfare wrote: “in all four trios there are spine-tingling, hair-on-the-back-of-
the-neck-standing-up moments of sheer astonishment, greatly enhanced by the 
virtuosic playing of the Finisterra Trio.”

• Hagen wrote his cycle ‘After Words’ specifically for Lyric Fest.

• Commissioning and performing new works has become integral to LF, and the 
organization to date, has commissioned twenty-one composers, one lyricist: for 
twenty-two individual songs, eleven song cycles/groups (sixty-seven songs), and 
five arrangements.

Key Features:

• One of our growing list of titles made in collaboration with the British Music Society, 
this release brings to wider attention the songs of two composers who remain 
comparatively little known. Of the two, Arthur Benjamin is the more familiar name, 
both for his famous ‘Jamaican Rumba’ and his film music for Alfred Hitchcock. There 
is a recording of some of Edgar Bainton’s choral songs on the British Music Society 
label, but his solo songs are entirely absent from the current catalogue. 

• Recordings on the Naxos label of works by Arthur Benjamin include Le tombeau de 
Ravel, Valse-Caprice as part of ‘The Virtuoso Viola’ (8.572293), of which Fanfare 
urged its readers to “acquire this CD at the earliest opportunity.” 

• Susan Bickley is firmly established as one of the most 
accomplished mezzo-sopranos of her generation, with a wide 
repertoire covering the Baroque, the great 19th and 20th-
century dramatic roles as well as contemporary works. She 
has also recorded songs by Ivor Gurney, Reynaldo Hahn, 
George Benjamin, Thomas Adès and Simon Bainbridge 
amongst others. In May 2011 she received the prestigious 
Singer Award at the Royal Philharmonic Society Awards, the 
highest recognition for live classical music in the UK.

6 36943 97142 0

7 47313 13777 0

8.559714 

8.571377 

Playing Time: 
74:02Price Code: 

NXP

Price Code: 
NXC

Daron HAGEN (b. 1961)
21st-Century Song Cycles
Lyric Fest

Although he is a prolific composer of operas, symphonies and concertos, songs lie at the 
core of Daron Hagen’s output. With over 350 published art songs, he has embraced and 
extended the great lineage of American song exemplified by Samuel Barber, Leonard 
Bernstein and Ned Rorem, and is now considered one of the foremost 21st-century 
composers for the voice. The meticulously crafted and wholly idiomatic examples included 
here have been recorded under the composer’s supervision with his chosen performers, 
members of Lyric Fest, Philadelphia’s renowned song series.

Arthur BENJAMIN (1893–1960)
Edgar BAINTON (1870–1956)
Songs
Susan Bickley, Mezzo-soprano • Christopher Gillett, Tenor • Wendy Hiscocks, Piano

Arthur Benjamin and Edgar Bainton were linked by a genuine love for humanity, curiosity 
about wider cultures and a willingness to travel in the cause of their calling as musicians. 
Both were also caught up in the traumas of World War I. Best known for his Jamaican 
Rumba, Benjamin’s vocal music is imbued with a sense of refinement and impeccable 
craftsmanship, as well as the rhythmic vitality and colour expected from a virtuoso pianist. 
Bainton’s hallmarks also include sensitive and harmonically imaginative piano writing, 
his devotion to poetry resulting in settings with an artistic instinct for beauty that is quite 
outstanding.
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Companion Titles – Music for Harp

8.571378 8.571374 8.571359 8.571354

World Première
Recordings

World Première
Recordings

Companion Titles – 
Daron Hagen, Composer

Companion Titles – 
American Vocal Music

8.669020-21 8.559657 8.559828 8.559084

Daron Hagen

https://www.naxos.com/person/Daron_Aric_Hagen/40145.htm
http://lyricfest.org/
https://www.naxos.com/person/Susan_Bickley/6182.htm
http://62.232.160.188/In%20Production/2017/07-17/573711%20Clementi/Cheli%2C%20Dominic/Dominic%20Cheli%20photo%202%20-%20Grace%20Song.jpg
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571378
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571374
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571359
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.571354
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.669020-21
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559657
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559828
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559084
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Key Features:

• After many years of neglect, and being known largely for his completion of the third 
act of Puccini’s Turandot, Alfano is making real headway in the market, part of the 
wave of composers who put Italian instrumental and chamber music on the musical 
map.

• All the works in this disc are heard in world première recordings except the Quatre 
Pièces, Op. 3.

• His Naxos chamber works should be pushed. The Strad wrote of the Cello Sonata 
disc (8.570928): “Listening to these hauntingly beautiful scores it seems barely 
credible that Alfano’s music could have fallen into such unwarranted neglect.”

• The Violin Sonata disc (8.572753) was a MusicWeb International 
Recording of the Month.

• Pianist Orazio Maione is the son of conductor Rino Maione who, in 
his youth, had been a friend of the elderly Alfano – there is a strong 
lineage here and Orazio is one of Alfano’s leading exponents today.

Piano Works

Orazio Maione

                         Quatre Danses napolitaines
              Quatre Danses roumaines
     Cinq Danses de Cléo de Mérode • Pax
          Nostalgie • Melodia dei miei vent’anni

Franco ALFANO
Piano Works

Orazio Maione

                         Quatre Danses napolitaines
              Quatre Danses roumaines
     Cinq Danses de Cléo de Mérode • Pax
          Nostalgie • Melodia dei miei vent’anni

Franco ALFANO

7 47313 37547 9

8.573754 Playing Time: 
68:57Price Code: 

NXP

Franco ALFANO (1875–1954)
Piano Works
Orazio Maione, Piano

In addition to his operatic achievements, Franco Alfano composed an impressive body 
of chamber and instrumental works, including the little-known music for piano heard on 
this recording. His early career as a virtuoso pianist is reflected in works ranging from 
the Quatre Pièces, with their tributes to Schumann and Mendelssohn, to the Danses 
napolitaines, inspired by the Neapolitan canzone, the neo-classicism of the Cinq Danses 
de Cléo de Mérode and the quirky rhythms of the Danses roumaines. Recordings of 
Alfano’s chamber music can be heard on Naxos 8.570928 and 8.572753. His opera 
Cyrano de Bergerac, with Plácido Domingo in the title rôle, is available on Naxos DVD 
2.110270 and Blu-ray NBD0005.
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Companion Titles – 20th-Century Italian Classics

8.570928 8.572753 8.570875 8.573130

Includes
World Première

Recordings

Key Features:

• These forces have recorded similar discs – see 8.573417 with the Grand Concerto 
in A minor.

• Of 8.573254, a Czerny disc with the same forces called Bel Canto Concertante, 
Fanfare wrote: “Tuck and Bonynge clearly are enjoying themselves… Tuck shapes 
the melodies firmly, and she and Bonynge are completely in tune with each other. 
Recorded sound is well balanced, giving sufficient weight to the soloist without 
slighting the orchestra.”

• Richard Bonynge, famed for his collaborations with his 
late wife, the great singer Joan Sutherland, is a figure of 
international renown. He and Rosemary Tuck also recorded 
the piano music of William Vincent Wallace on Naxos 
(8.572774, 8.572775, 8.572776)

Supplementary Marketing Material:
• Video Trailer

7 47313 36887 7

8.573688 

Companion Titles – Rosemary Tuck, Piano

Playing Time:  
79:31Price Code: 

NXP

Carl CZERNY (1791–1857)
Piano Concerto in D minor †
Introduction, Variations and Rondo on 
Weber’s Hunting Chorus from ‘Euryanthe’ †
Rosemary Tuck, Piano
English Chamber Orchestra • Richard Bonynge

†WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDING

The Viennese–born Carl Czerny, student and confidant of Beethoven and teacher of 
Liszt, found fame in his native city by writing a series of fashionable pieces, among which 
numbered fantasies and potpourris as well as a series of important pedagogic studies. 
His large-scale pianistic works are of great interest and include the First Piano Concerto, 
in D minor, which expertly balances foreboding, pastoral richness and exuberant brio, a 
bravura Introduzione e Rondo Brillant and a vivacious salute to Weber’s Euryanthe. ‘Tuck 
is dazzlingly articulate and secure in the countless runs and fast passagework Czerny 
asks of her’, wrote MusicWeb International of 8.573417.

8.573417 8.573254 8.572775 8.572776
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http://62.232.160.188/In%20Production/2017/07-17/573711%20Clementi/Cheli%2C%20Dominic/Dominic%20Cheli%20photo%202%20-%20Grace%20Song.jpg
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570928
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572753
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570875
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573130
https://www.naxos.com/person/Richard_Bonynge/30391.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/Rosemary_Tuck/771.htm
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573417
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573254
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572775
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572776
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IDIL BIRET ARCHIVE

Key Features:

• This third volume in Adam Levin’s four volume series of new Spanish 
music for guitar can ride high on the acclaim built up by the two previous 
volumes. Volume 1 (8.573024) became a MusicWeb International 
‘Recording of the Year’ and an American Record Guide ‘Critic’s 
Choice’: “Adam Levin’s playing is superb – no technical difficulties, 
lovely tone, wide range of dynamics and articulation. …I can’t imagine 
them played with more conviction, expression, and sheer joy. The first 
volume was also hailed by Scene Magazine as “one of the essential collections 
of solo instrumental performance released in the past 50 years”, and of Volume 
2 (8.573409) the American Record Guide wrote that “…we have to thank Adam 
Levin for this. Every piece except the Abril was dedicated to him, and he gave the 
world premieres. And his performance cannot be faulted – huge dynamic and timbral 
range, deeply moving phrasing, committed virtuosity. He can be wildly dramatic, but 
never overplays.”

• Of Volume 1, MusicWeb International reviewer Brian Reinhart posed the question as 
to whether this project represented “history in the making?” Adam Levin considers this 
third volume to be a “pinnacle in the series”, with its intergenerational programming 
and instances in which American and Spanish music intersects in these new works. 
With giants in Spain’s musical history such as Christóbal Halffter and distinguished 
names such as Leonardo Balada and Antón García Abril adding new music to the 
repertoire of the guitar especially for this recording we consider the question well and 
truly answered in the positive.

7 47313 37607 0

7 30099 16024 7

8.573760

8.501602 
16-CD boxed set

Playing Time: 
67:02Price Code: 

NXP

21st Century Spanish Guitar, Vol. 3
MORALES-CASO • VEGA • GARCÍA ABRIL • BALADA • HALFFTER • GRECO
Adam Levin, Guitar

The third of this four-volume series unites distinguished composers of the older generation 
with some of the most promising voices in Spain today, amply justifying claims for a 
modern Spanish renaissance of the classical guitar. Performing works dedicated to and 
commissioned by himself, award-winning guitarist Adam Levin puts his flawless technique 
and gorgeous tone to the service of music whose soul and poetry are the unmistakable 
products of a common and illustrious ancestry. Volumes 1 and 2 are available on Naxos 
8.573024 and 8.573409.

Johannes BRAHMS (1833–1897)
Idil Biret Brahms Edition
The Complete Solo Piano Music and Piano Concertos
The Piano Quintet 1 • Sonatas for Cello and Piano 2

Symphonies Nos. 3 & 4 • Die schöne Magelone
Idil Biret, Piano
Roderic von Bennigsen, Cello 2 • London String Quartet 1

Polish National Radio Symphony Orchestra • Antoni Wit

When I heard Idil Biret play, I was fascinated, I had tears in my eyes.”
– ARTHUR RUBINSTEIN

 
“Through all 12+ hours of this colossal undertaking, Idil Biret’s playing is never less than 
excellent, and in many cases, hers deserve to be among the performers of choice.”

– AMERICAN RECORD GUIDE
 
“I have admired all the discs in Idil Biret’s Brahms series … There is always the right kind 
of gravity, one that does not exclude charm and warmth but still represents a Northern 
kind of utterance.”

– GRAMOPHONE

Companion Titles – Idil Biret Archive Boxed Sets

8.501065 8.501503 8.501206 8.501504
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Companion Titles – Guitar Classics Series

8.573024 8.573409 8.573721 8.573850

World Première
Recordings

NEW

NEW NEW

https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.501065
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.501504 
https://www.naxos.com/person/Adam_Levin/189000.htm
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.501206
http://62.232.160.188/In%20Production/2017/07-17/573711%20Clementi/Cheli%2C%20Dominic/Dominic%20Cheli%20photo%202%20-%20Grace%20Song.jpg
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573024
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573409
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573721
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573850
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.501503
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NEW RELEASES FROM NAXOS AUDIOBOOKS

A Hero of Our Time
By Mikhail Lermontov
Unabridged
Read by Nicholas Boulton

Grigori Aleksandrovich Pechorin is an enigma: arrogant, cocky, melancholic, brave, cynic, romantic, loner, 
socialite, soldier, free soul, and yet, victim of the world, he eludes definition and remains a mystery to those 
who know him. Just who is he? And what does he hope to achieve? Evolving from first person to third 
person, and then into a diary, A Hero of our Time takes on a variety of forms to interrogate Pechorin’s cryptic 
character and his unusual philosophy, providing breathtaking descriptions of the Caucasus along the way. 
The novel has been hailed as an influence on such writers as Dostoyevsky, Tolstoy and Chekhov, and is 
a striking take on Lord Byron’s ‘superfluous man’; it hearkens back to the teaching of Machiavelli, while 
anticipating the future work of Nietzsche.

9 781781 980729

9 781781 980705

NA0278 • 24 CDs
Playing Time: 28 Hours

Little Men
By Louisa May Alcott
Abridged
Read by Liza Ross

The March sisters are among the most beloved characters in children’s literature, and Little Men picks up 
the story of fiery, headstrong Jo where Little Women left off. Intelligent, funny, perceptive and genuinely 
touching, the novel is set at a rather unusual boarding school run by Jo and her husband, where the pupils 
are encouraged to pillow fight and keep pets. When the penniless but talented orphan Nat Blake shows up 
on her doorstep, Jo takes him in, and his arrival sets in motion a chain of events that will affect all their lives.

Worzel Gummidge and Saucy Nancy
By Barbara Euphan Todd
Unabridged
Read by Jessica Martin

When Worzel hears that John and Susan have gone on holiday to the seaside, he decides that he and 
Earthy Mangold should join them. In the town of Seashell he finds a kindred spirit in the ship’s figurehead, 
Saucy Nancy, and many dramas follow, including one in which Earthy Mangold is swept out to sea.

This is the fourth in the series of Barbara Euphan Todd’s Worzel Gummidge novels and it dates from 1947.

The Decameron
By Giovanni Boccaccio
Unabridged
Read by Simon Russell Beale, Gunnar Cauthery, Alison Pettitt and cast

The Decameron is one of the greatest literary works of the Middle Ages. Ten young people have fled the 
terrible effects of the Black Death in Florence and, in an idyllic setting, tell a series of brilliant stories, by turns 
humorous, bawdy, tragic and provocative. This celebration of physical and sexual vitality is Boccaccio’s 
answer to the sublime other-worldliness of Dante’s Divine Comedy…

COMPLETE
CLASSICS
UNABRIDGED

THE 
DECAMERON

Full cast recording with Simon Russell Beale as Boccaccio

BOCCACCIO

NA0279 • 6 CDs
Playing Time: 7.5 Hours

NA0268 • 3CDs
Playing Time: 3.5 Hours 

LOUISA MAY ALCOTT
Read by Liza Ross

JUNIOR
CLASSICS

     ittle 
Men

9 781781 980507

9 781781 980941

Companion Titles – Louisa May Alcott, Author

Companion Titles – Worzel Gummidge Series

Companion Titles – Liza Ross, Reader

Companion Titles – Junior Classics Series

Companion Titles – Simon Russell Beale, Reader

Companion Titles – Nicholas Boulton, Reader

NA0213 NA0265 NA0269 NA0078

NA319412

NA0289

NA0283

NA0288 NA0287

NA342012

NA0013

NA244112

NA120712

NA0210 NA387312 NA148912 NA201512

NEW NEW

NA0290 • 4CDs
Playing Time: 5 Hours 

https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0213
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0265
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0269
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0078
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA319412
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0289
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0283
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0288
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0287
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA342012
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0013
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA244112
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA120712
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA0210
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA387312
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA148912
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=NA201512



